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Sanitary  Department, 

Cradock  Street, 

Bishop  Auckland, 

8th  April,  1915. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

AUCKLAND  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen. 

In  accordance  witli  the  requireineiitR  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  I have  the  lionour  to  present  for  yonr 
consideration  my  first  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Circumstances  of  yonr  District  during  the  year  1914. 

I am  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  gratefully 
acknowledging  the  help  I have  received  from  Messrs.  .lonas 
Liddle  and  Joseph  Dixon  Dowson,  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
who  have  rendei'ed  me  all  the  assistance  possible,  in  caiTving 
on  the  work,  and  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

T beg  to  remai)],  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 


T.  C.  PENFOLD. 
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aucklaud  rural  district. 


Situation 

Elevation 

Configuration 
Area  ... 


Latitude,  54°  38'N. ; Longitude,  1°  46  W. 

Minimum,  171;  Maximum,  1,133  feet  above 
Ordnance  Datum 

Undulating 

57,334  Acres  including  land  and  inland 
water 


Population 

Census  1901  -51,505  ; 

1911-, 58,338 

Estimated  Population  ... 

Middle  of  1914  -60,055 

Inhabited  Houses 

1901 

--10,-245:  1911- 

11,977 

Density  of  Population 

4-86  per  Inhabited  House  ; 1'05  per 

Rateable  Value  on  1st  April,  1914 

Buildings,  £285,100  ; 
£33,942 

Agricultural 

Birth  Rate 

33-21 

per  1,000  of  the  poitulation 

Death  Rate 

14-5 

ditto 

ditto 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

2-76 

ditto 

ditto 

Phthisis  Death  Rate 

0-58 

ditto 

ditto 

Tubercular  Diseases  Death  Rate 

(K.xchrsivc  of  Phthisis) 

0-62 

ditto 

ditto 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death  Rate 

2-43 

ditto 

ditto 

Enteric  Fever  Attack  Rate 

0-96 

ditto 

ditto 

Diphtheria  Attack  Rate 

1-56 

ditto 

ditto 

Scarlet  Fever  Attack  Rate 

0-89 

ditto 

ditto 

Puerperal  Fever  Attack  Rate 

0-05 

ditto 

ditto 

Erysipelas  Attack  Rate 

0-43 

ditto 

ditto 

Deaths  under  One  Year 

267 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ... 

133  per  1,000  births  registered 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected 
during  Year  1914  . 

For  purposes  of  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Acts 

620 

Number  Found  Unfit  for  Human 
Habitation 

112 

Number  'of  Persons  per  House, 
1901  Census 

5-03 

Number  of  Persons  per  House, 
1911  Census 

4-86 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  AUCKLAND. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1914. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  District. 

Tliis  district,  situated  in  the  South-West  portion  of  the 
County  of  Dui'ham,  is  roughly  triangular  in  shape,  with  the  apex 
of  the  triangle  towards  the  West,  and  the  base  towards  the  East, 
the  longer  axis  being  from  East  to  West.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
Xorth  by  Crook,  Willington,  and  Spennymoor  Urban  Districts ; 
on  the  East  by  Sedgetield  Rural  District ; on  the  South  by 
Barnard  Castle  and  Darlington  Rural  Districts,  and  Shildon 
Urban  District ; on  the  West  by  Barnard  Castle  Rural  District ; 
and  on  the  North-West  by  Weardale  Rural  District, 

The  district,  ®ne  of  the  most  populous  Rural  Sanitary 
disti’icts  in  the  County,  has  an  area  of  57,334  acres  (including 
land  and  inland  water).  The  surface  of  the  district  is  undulating, 
the  altitude  varying  from  171  feet  to  1,133  feet  above  Ordnance 
Datum. 
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Almost  tlie  wliole  of  the  district  is  underlaid  by  the  coal 
measures. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  for  the  half-year  ended  31st 
March,  1914,  was  £285,100  (iuclmliiiv  lands  £33,942); 

Ditto  for  the  half-year  ended  30th  Sept.,  1914  - - - £2.52,388 
Assessable  value  for  half-year  ended  31st  March,  1914  - £268,129 
„ „ 39th  Sept,  1914  - £209,369 

Outstanding  loans  on  30th  Septemlior,  1914  - £24,996  16s.  Id. 


Population. 

At  the  census  of  1901  the  population  of  the  district  was 
51,505,  and  ten  years  later  had  increased  to  58,338  ; and  the  popu- 
lation estimated  to  the  middle  of  1914  was,  according  to  figures 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  60,055.  The  proportion  of  adult 
males  to  adult  females  between  15  and  80  years  of  age  is  in  this 
district  much  larger  than  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 
Between  the  ages  of  15  and  80  the  males  are  in  the  district  in 
excess  of  the  females,  whilst  in  England  and  Wales  generally  the 
adult  female  population  exceeds  the  adult  male  popidation.  The 
actual  number  of  males  in  tbe  district  was  29,905,  and  the  number 
of  females  28,433,  at  the  census  of  191 1.  Of  the  population,  29 
were  residing  at  the  time  ihe  census  was  taken  in  institutions 
within  the  district,  viz.,  in  the  two  hospitals  fur  infectious  disease, 
at  Helmington  Row  and  Tindale  Crescent  lespectiv’ely.  At  the 
same  period  45  per.sons  were  residing  in  barn.s,  sheds,  caravan.s, 
tents,  or  in  the  open  air. 

In  the  Rural  District  of  Auckland  there  were  11,977  occupied 
houses,  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  being  1'86. 
Between  the  ages  of  25  and  50  there  wore  9. 180  males  to  8,881 
females,  whilst  between  tlie  ages  of  50  and  75  there  was  still  an 
excess  of  males  over  females,  the  pi’oportion  being  3,658  males  to 
3,190  females.  Above  the  age  of  75  there  were  251  )nales  to  231 
females. 
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As  regards  overcmwdinji,  there  were  at  the  last  census  1,913 
tenements,  lionsing  ll,4H7  persons,  in  which  tliere  were  livinc; 
more  tlian  two  persons  to  each  room  ; 55  families,  c(.)mpi'ising  132 
persons,  were  living  in  one  room  ; and  no  fewer  than  2,909  in 
tenements  of  two  rooms.  In  houses  of  two  rooms  there  Avere 
hoirsed  11,235  peoi^le.  Thus  nearl}'  one-fifth  of  the  population 
were  living  in  houses  of  two  rooms,  whilst  roughly  speaking 
another  fifth  (comprising  12,138  persons)  were  living  in  houses  of 
three  rooms.  The  deduction  from  these  figures  is  obvious,  viz., 
that  there  is  a considerable  amount  of  overcrowding  within  the 
district. 

Arranged  according  to  size  of  familj",  there  Avei’e  786  families 
with  four  persons  each,  729  with  three  persons  each,  and  677 
Avith  five  persons  each,  these  proportions  being  A’ery  much  the 
same  as  those  for  the  population  of  England  and  Wales  taken  as 
a Avhole.  Expre.s.sed  in  terms  per  cent,  of  the  total  population, 
19  4 per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  families  in  the  Rural  District, 
consist  of  foul'  persons  per  family,  the  proportions  for  the 
Administrative  County  being  17 '8  per  cent  and  that  of  England 
and  Wales  18T  per  cent.  The  Administrative  County  of  Durham 
and  the  Rural  Disti'ict  of  Auckland  have  a smaller  proportion  of 
families  consisting  of  one,  tAAU),  and  tlii-ee  persons  per  family  than 
England  and  Wa'es  generally.  Thus  out  of  evairy  thousand 
families  in  England  and  Wales  406  consist  of  three  pei’sons  or 
under,  whilst  the  numbers  for  the  Administrative  Countv  of 
Durham  and  the  Rui-al  District  of  Auckland  are  320  and  311 
respectively. 

Coal  mining  and  the  industries  associated  with  it  are  bv  far 
the  most  important  industrial  occupations  of  the  inhabitants, 
next  to  Avhich  comes  agriculture.  The  Home  Office  figures  for 
1911  showed  that  at  that  time  there  Avere  13,213  men  employed 
in  coal  mining  and  allied  work  in  the  Auckland  Rural  District, 
10,196  underground  and  3,017  aboA-eground,  some  of  Avhom 
doubtless  resided  outside  the  Rural  Distiict. 
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The  amount  of  Poor  Law  relief,  the  equivalent  amount  per 
head  of  population,  and  the  rate  per  £1  levied  for  each  township 
for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1914,  is  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 


TABLE  showing  the  Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief,  Amount  per 
Head  of  Population,  and  Rate  per  £1  in  each  Township 
Levied  for  Year  ending  30th  September,  1914. 


Civil  Parishes. 

Population  Censu- 

Amount  for  Year 
ending 

Amount  per  head 
for  Year 

Rate  (exclusive  of 

Water  Rate)  levied 

per  £1  for  the  yeai 

ending  31st 

March,  1913 

30th  Sept., 
1913 

30th  Sept., 
1914 

1913 

1914 

£ 

s 

d 

£ 

S 

d 

s 

d 

s 

d 

s 

d 

Auckland,  Sfc.  Andrew’s 

5,602 

561 

14 

3 

604 

4 

5 

2 

0 

2 

n 

6 

10 

Auckland,  St.  Helen’s... 

1,622 

78 

12 

6 

143 

4 

10 

Hi 

1 

n 

6 

4 

Binchester 

50 

6 

5 

Bolam 

124 

18 

9 

0 

23 

12 

0 

3 

H 

3 

9i 

4 

6 

Bj’ers  Green 

2,487 

150 

6 

0 

147 

13 

0 

1 

24 

1 

n 

6 

Hi 

Coundon 

6,912 

227 

3 

11 

279 

/ 

6 

n 

9i 

4 

6 

Coundon  Grange 

3,627 

299 

3 

0 

293 

13 

9 

1 

n 

1 

7 

6 

104 

Eldon 

1,657 

28 

19 

0 

41 

3 

0 

H 

5| 

5 

2 

Escomb 

2,783 

867 

9 

4 

1171 

13 

0 

6 

3 

8 

5 

9 

1 

Evenwood  and  Barony... 

4,987 

278 

14 

6 

361 

9 

6 

1 

If 

1 

5 

8 

Hamsterley 

425 

24 

3 

6 

34 

11 

0 

1 

U 

1 

74 

0 

4 

Helmington  Row 

4,841 

523 

19 

6 

507 

15 

2 

2 

2 

2 

U 

o 

9 

Hunwick  & Helmington 

2,464 

256 

18 

5 

218 

19 

6 

2 

1 

1 

n 

9 

13 

Lynesack  and  Softley  ... 

2,706 

143 

1 

6 

200 

19 

6 

1 

Oi 

1 

53 

6 

6 

Merrington 

882 

49 

13 

0 

33 

15 

6 

1 

u 

9.3 

4 

1 

Middlestone 

1,984 

49 

8 

0 

69 

17 

0 

6 

84 

6 

0 

Middridge 

452 

45 

13 

0 

42 

6 

6 

2 

0 

1 

104 

6 

0 

Middridge  Grange 

79 

• 

.. 

4 

8 

Newlield 

1,202 

28 

13 

6 

37 

10 

0 

53 

”4 

5 

2 

Newton  Cap 

1,192 

31 

5 

0 

25 

18 

0 

5 

7 

North  Bedburn 

2,542 

280 

14 

0 

231 

16 

0 

2 

1 

93 

() 

7 

Old  Park 

835 

0 

6 

0 

9 

8 

0 

:t 

4 

5 

4 

Pollard’s  Lands 

1,123 

141 

12 

10 

177 

2 

6 

2 

3 

13 

11 

South  Bedburn 

226 

. , 

. . 

. . 

4 

8 

West  Auckland 

4,471 

434 

12 

4 

569 

5 

6 

2 

n- 

2 

hi 

6 

6 

Westerton 

521 

4 

7 

6 

3 

13 

0 

2 

13 

5 

0 

Whitworth  Without  ... 

77 

. . 

4 

7-4 

Windlestone 

188 

10 

14 

0 

10 

10 

0 

1 

13 

1 

n 

4 

8 

Witton-le-Wear 

2,271 

607 

2 

9 

504 

18 

3 

5 

H 

4 

5i 

6 

8 

Aver. 

Aver. 

Totals 

583.38 

5,142 

16 

4 

5,744 

12 

5 

1 

1 

Hi 
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OVERCROWDING. — As  ;i  relative  standard,  for  purposes 
of  comparison,  a tenement  is  said  to  be  overcrowded  when  there 
are  more  than  two  persons  to  eacii  room.  The  size  of  the  ) oom 
is  not  taken  into  consideration.  In  England  and  Wales  generally 
the  number  of  persons  per  room  in  houses  consisting  respectively, 
of  from  one  to  nine  rooms  was  in  each  case  smaller  than  the 
corresponding  nnmber  in  the  Rural  District  of  Auckland.  Thus, 
whilst  throughout  England  and  Wales  the  average  number  of 
inhabitants  per  room  was  in  one-roomed  houses  1'9,  iu  the  Rural 
District  of  Auckland  it  was  2-2.  Similarly,  two-roomed  houses 
throughout  England  and  Wales  had  on  an  average  I’oh  persons 
to  a room,  whilst  the  Auckland  Rural  District  had  1‘93  to  a room. 
The  same  relationship  held  good  for  houses  of  all  sizes  up  to  nine 
rooms.  In  each  case  the  number  of  persons  per  room  was  greater 
in  your  Rural  District  than  the  average  number  per  room 
throughout  England  and  Wales. 

Probably  some  of  the  worst  cases  of  overcrowding,  calling 
for  administrative  action  are  to  be  found  in  tlie  township  of 
Helmington  Row.  A few  instances  which  have  come  under  the 
notice  of  your  officials  may  be  mentioned. 

One  at  Church  Hill,  Ci’ook,  where  11  iumates  resided  in  a 
house  consisting  of  two  bedrooms  and  a kitchen.  Besides  husband 
and  wife  the  household  consisted  of  two  girls  aged  respectively  11 
and  9 years  and  seven  sons  aged  21,  20,  17,  12,  7,  5,  and  a baby 
aged  13  months. 

In  another  case  in  the  same  neighboui'hood  two  families 
lived  in  a house  consisting  of  kitchen,  back  kitchen,  parlour,  and 
three  bedrooms.  The  families  consisted  of  husband  and  wife  and 
two  daughters  and  a female  relative  with  her  three  children,  a boy 
aged  0,  a girl  3 years  of  age,  and  an  infant.  In  the  same  house 
lived  another  married  couple,  with  three  children,  along  with  an 
old  man.  In  addition  there  was  also  the  man  in  whose  name  the 
hou.se  was  taken.  The  accommodation  consisted  of  three  bed- 
rooms, kitchen,  back  kitchen,  and  parlour. 
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In  another  house  in  tlie  same  neiglibonvIiocKl  tliere  lived  a 
husband,  wife,  and  five  children,  viz.,  hoy  11,  l)oy  1),  girl  h,  girl  5, 
and  baby  girl  aged  1 year  and  8 months.  The  accommodation 
in  this  case  consisted  of  a kitchen  and  scullery,  with  only  one 
bedroom.  The  bedroom  was  damp,  owing  to  a defective  roof. 

In  yet  another  house  in  the  same  Jieighhourhood  were 
husband  and  wife,  four  bo3's  aged  respectively  13,  8,  and  6 years, 
with  a bab}^  boy  of  4 months.  There  wei’e  also  two  girls,  11 
years  and  4 years  respectively.  In  this  house  the  only  rooms 
were  a kitchen  and  a bedroom. 

The  overcrowding  seems  to  be  most  ptfonounced  in  the 
township  of  Helmington  How. 


Water  Supply. 

The  water  suppty  is  mainly  from  two  service  reservoirs 
belonging  to  the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company.  One 
reservoir  is  at  Waskerle^".  Its  capacity’  is  450,000  gallons,  and  it 
is  situated  at  a height  of  1,178  feet  above  Ordnance  Datum  level. 
The  other  reservoir  is  at  Tunstall,  and  its  capacity  is  520  million 
gallons  and  its  height  above  Ordnance  Datum  level  is  720  feet. 
The  water  from  the  Waskerley  reservoir  acts  upon  lead,  and  to 
obviate  this  action  one  hundred- weight  of  lime  is  added  to  everv 
million  gallons,  before  it  is  supplied  to  the  public.  It  is  an  upland 
sm-face  water  of  good  qualit}'.  The  domestic  supply  as  regards 
this  area  has  been  constant,  although  during  the  sevei’e  drought 
of  last  summer  the  Company  were  obliged  to  curtail  the  supply 
given  for  trade  and  manufacturing  purposes,  whilst  the  quality 
of  the  water  supplied  was  scarcely  up  to  their  usual  high 
standard.  Certain  localities  and  dwellings  are  not  supplied  by 
the  above  Company,  viz.  : Dwellings  in  the  civil  parishes  of  South 
Bedburn,  population  226;  Hamsterley,  pop.  425;  Windlestone, 
pop.  188;  Bolam,  pop.  124;  and  about  190  in  outlying  scattered 
dwellings  The  latter  depend  on  springs  and  wells  for  their 
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water  supply.  Part  of  tlie  civil  parish  of  fjyncsack  and  8oftley 
is  supplied  from  the  waterworks  of  the  Barnard  Castle  Bural 
District;  157  houses  in  the  township  of  St.  Andrew’s  Auckland 
are  supplied  from  the  waterworks  of  the  IJi-ban  District  of 
Auckland. 

Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  operations  connected  with  coal  mining  and  the  destructive 
distillation  of  coal,  almost  of  necessity  lead  to  more  or  less 
pollution  of  rivers  and  streams,  whilst  the  admission  of  crude 
sewage  to  watercourses  leads  to  another  form  of  river  pollution. 
The  fouling  of  streams  by  crnde  sewage  has  of  recent  yeai’S  been 
dealt  with  in  several  instances  by  the  District  Council,  who  have 
constructed  sewage  disposal  works  in  va l ions  parts  of  the  district 
to  obviate  it.  A nnniber  of  these  are  at  the  present  time  being 
constructed. 

With  the  exception  of  scattei’ed  hamlets  and  dwellings  the 
following  civil  parishes  are  .sewered  : — Auckland  St.  Andrew's, 
St.  Helen’s  Auckland,  West  Auckland,  North  Bedburn,  Byers 
(Ireen,  Coundon,  Coundon  Grange,  Eldon,  Evenwood  and  Baronj’, 
Escomb,  Hamsterley,  Hunwick  and  Helmington,  Hehnington 
Row,  IMiddlestone,  Merrington  (parts  not  of  modei-n  construction), 
^liddridge  (parts  not  of  modern  construction),  Newfield,  Windle- 
stone,  and  Witton-le-Wear. 

’riic  civil  parishes  not  sewered  ai’e  : — South  Bedburn  (pop. 
2215),  Binchester  (pop.  .70).  Bolam  (pop.  124),  Lynesack  and 
Softlev  (pop.  2,70(5),  jMiddridge  (pop.  452).  INIidrlridge  Grange 
([)o]).  79),  and  Whitworth  Without  (pop.  77). 


Drainage. 

During  the  j^ear  1914  the  lollowing  sewagi'  dispos.al  works 
have  been  completed,  viz  : — 


16 


(ft)  Gaunless  Valley  Works,  serving  a po])ulation  of  about 
7,o00,  in  the  townships  of  Auckland  St.  Andrew’s,  Auckland  St. 
Helen's,  Auckland  West,  and  Evenwood  and  Barony. 

(b)  Hunwick  Works,  servdng  a population  of  about  1,700,  in 
the  township  of  Hunwick  and  Helmington. 


Sewers  have  during  the  past  year  been  relaid  at  Hortli 
Bitchburn,  and  at  Hunwick  Station,  both  places  being  in  the 
township  of  Hunwick  and  Helmington. 

Sewers  have  also  been  pi’ovided  for  Whitfield  Cottages, 
North  Bedlturn  ; Railway  Cottage.s,  Auckland  St.  Andrew’s  ; and 
Park  Terrace,  Coundo)i. 

Sewage  disposal  works  are  provided  for  the  following  civil 
parishes  (exclu.sive  of  scattered  hamlets  and  dwellings)  : — St. 
Andrew’s  Auckland,  North  Bedburn,  Byers  Green,  Coundon, 
Goundou  Grange,  Eldon,  Ham.sterley,  Helmington  Row,  Middle- 
stone,  Merrington,  Newfield,  Pollard’s  Lands,  Westerton,  and 
Witton-le-Wear. 


CLOSET  7\CC0MM0DATI0N.— By  resolution  of  the 
Rural  District  Council,  passed  at  their  meeting  held  on  the  3rd 
March,  1914,  all  houses  built  after  that  date  were  required  to 
provide  water-closets,  instead  of  ash-closets  or  other  form  of  dry 
closet.  During  the  past  year  112  privy-ashpits  were  replaced  by 
128  ash-closets,  and  in  addition  5 new  ash-closets  were  pi'ovided,  4 
ash jDit- privies  were  converted  into  W.C.’s.  One  ash-clo.set  was 
replaced  by  a W.C.,  and  1 additional  W.C.  was  provided.  The 
more  rapid  conversion  of  the  existing  privy-ashpits  into  W.C.’s  is 
very  much  to  be  desired.  The  effect  on  the  health  of  the 
community  would  probably  be  quickl)'^  seen,  in  a reduction  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  enteric  in  adults,  and  of  epidemic 
diairlujea  in  infants,  and  a lowered  mortality  from  the.se  diseases. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  numbei*  of  closets  of  each  kind 
remaining  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

No.  1 District.  No.  2 District. 


Water-clo.sets 

263 

278 

Ash-closets 

5,017 

3,893 

A.shpit-privies 

858 

691 

Pail-closets 

6 

Nil 

No.  of  Houses 

6,664 

5,635 

Before  leaving  this  subject,  it  may  be  pointed 

out  that  dry 

conservency  methods 

of  refuse  disposal  are  being 

viewed  with 

steadily  increasing  di.sfavonr  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  by  authorities  on  sanitation,  and  it  seems  a pity  to  see  well- 
built  ash-closets  provided  at  very  considerable  expense,  which  are 
even  now,  in  the  light  of  present  day  knowledge,  obsolete  and 
discredited. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  closets  of  each  type 
remaining  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  number 
on  the  conservency  system,  converted  to  the  water  carriage 
system,  arranged  according  to  townships  : — 
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NuMBEK  of  : 


TOWNSHIPS 

No.  of 
Houses 

W ater 
Closets 

Ash 

Closets 

Ashpit 

Privies 

Pail  Closets 

Water 

Closets 

substituted 

for 

Ashpit 

Privies 

Ash 

closets 

Auckland  St.  Andrew’s  ... 

1,159 

125' 

934 

57 

Auckland  St.  Helen’s 

.329 

8 

300 

16 

Binchester 

13 

2 

9 

3 

Bolam 

29 

11 

15 

. . 

Byers  Green 

495 

48 

317 

67 

4 

Conndon 

1,434 

66 

1,227 

81 

1 

Coundon  Grange 

786 

21 

676 

71 

1 

Eldon 

344 

8 

128 

208 

Escomb 

562 

37 

485 

24 

Evenwood  and  Barony 

1,004 

10 

753 

66 

H amsterley 

107 

19 

88 

Helmington  Row 

1,083 

80 

807 

36 

1 

Hunwick  and  Helmington 

597 

21 

414 

78 

2 

• • • 

Lynesack  and  Softley 

579 

210 

118 

M errington 

209 

9 

159 

35 

2 

Middlestone 

434 

7 

392 

16 

Middridge 

100 

4 

40 

50 

Middridge  Grange 

14 

5 

9 

Newfield 

254 

5 

204 

34 

2 

Newton  Cap 

233 

3 

213 

14 

North  Bedburu 

444 

27 

403 

63 

Old  Park 

154 

1 

148 

6 

Pollard’s  Lands 

263 

15 

145 

37 

South  Bedburn 

50 

10 

40 

West  Auckland 

906 

36 

797 

53 

... 

Westerton 

123 

2 

96 

15 

Whitworth  Without 

17 

5 

7 

8 

Windlestone 

40 

4 

20 

10 

Witton-le- Wear 

497 

39 

164 

108 

... 

12,256 

583 

9,093 

1,426 

6 

7 

Attention  has  been  drawn  in  previous  reports  to  the  fact 
that  in  some  cases  the  contents  of  privy-ashpits  liave  to  be 
wheeled  out,  and  deposited  on  the  street.  This  must  inevitably 
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lead  to  tlie  creation  of  a nuisance.  In  such  cases  the  Council 
should,  T think,  insist  upon  the  abrogation  of  the  existing  privy- 
ashpit.s,  which  should  be  replaced  by  water-closets. 

The  Council,  wiio  have  adopted  Section  .39  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  have  the  power  to  enforce 
the  water-carriage  system,  either  in  the  case  of  new,  or  of  old 
property.  In  the  case  of  all  new  property  the  Council  require 
the  provision  of  water-closets,  but  there  are  some  cases,  notably 
.at  High  Row,  Hewheld,  Avhere  the  existing  privy-ashpits  should 
be  removed. 

Scavenging. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Inspectors  as  to  how  the 
scavenging  was  attended  to  during  the  year  1914. 

No.  1 DISTRICT. 

Inspector  Liddle  reports  as  follows  : — 

NORTH  BEDBURN  (s\ib-divided  into  eight  districts  with  .six 
contractors). — “There  has  not,  as  far  as  I know,  been  much 
cau.se  for  complaint  with  any  of  the  pi-esent  contractors, 
except  District  No.  8,  and  this  contractor  never  has  done  the 
work  satisfactorily,  a matter  the  Council  might  kindlj"  note 
when  making  their  future  selection.” 

BYERS  GREEN.  — “This  work,  as  far  as  I know,  has  been 
fairly  well  done.” 

COUNDON. — No.  1 District : “ During  the  summer  months, 
Avhich  are  the  most  important  time,  the  woi-k  was  done  in  a 
most  disgraceful  manner,  therefore  I had  repeatedly  to 
eimaHe  men  to  do  the  work  A fine  was  also  inflicted  on  the 
contractors  for  scavenging  during  prohibited  hours.  Since 
September  the  work  has  been  done  somewhat  better.” 
Districts  Nos.  2,  3,  and  4 : “ There  has  occasionally  been 
cause  for  complaint,  but  the  work  has  generally  been  attended 
to  after  complaining  to  the  contractors.”  “ In  Districts 
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Nos.  5 and  6 I do  not  remember  having  mucli  cause  for 
complaint.” 

COUNDON  GRANGE. — “There  has  occasionally  been  cause 
for  complaint  with  both  contractors,  but  the  work  has 
always  been  attended  to  after  drawing  their  attention  to 
neglect  of  duty.” 

HUNWICK  AND  HELMINGTON.— “ On  the  whole,  as  far  as 
I know,  the  work  has  been  done  faii’ly  well.” 

HELMINGTON  ROW. — Districts  Nos.  4,  5,  and  6 : “ There 
have  been  repeated  causes  for  complaint,  which  were  generally 
attended  to  after  bringing  the  matter  to  the  contractor's 
notice.”  Districts  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3 : “So  far  as  I know  there 
has  been  no  serious  cause  for  complaint.” 

MIDDLESTONE. — District  No.  1 : “ There  has  occasionally  been 
cause  for  complaint,  but  nothing  very  serious.”  Districts 
Nos.  2 and  3 ; “ This  work  has  been. done  in  a most  unfaithful 
and  disgraceful  manner,  which  I hope  your  Council  will  note 
when  selecting  their  scavenging  contractor  in  future.” 

MERRINGTON. — “So  far  as  I know  there  has  not  been  much 
serious  cause  for  complaint.” 

“ In  the  seven  townships  not  scavenged  under  contract  with  the 
Council,  one  (Newton  Cap)  has  decided  to  adopt  public 
scavenging.  Of  the  remaining  six,  Newfield  has  not  been 
done  satisfactorily.  As  to  Westerton,  there  has  occasionally 
been  cause  for  complaint.  The  others  have  been  done  fairly 
well.” 

No.  2 DISTRICT. 

Inspector  Dowson  reports  as  follows  : — 

ST.  ANDREW’S  AUCKLAND  (sub-divided  into  seven  districts 
with  four  contractors). — “In  Districts  Nos.  2 and  3 (Con- 
tractors Sowerby  and  Brenkley  & Son)  the  work  was  not 
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cloue  satisfactorily.  The  remaining  districts  in  the  township 
were  on  the  whole  *sati.sfactorily  scavenged,  but  I have 
received  several  very  strong  complaints  about  the  incivility  of 
the  contractor  in  No.  7 District.” 

ST.  HELEN’S  AUCKLAND  (sub-divided  into  three  districts 
with  three  contractors). — “ The  scavenging  in  this  township 
has  been  satisfactorilj^  done.” 

WEST  AUCKLAND  (sub-divided  into  eleven  districts  with 
seven  contractors).  — “ With  the  exception  of  Districts  Nos.  6, 
8,  and  9 (Scavenger  Jackson)  the  scavenging  has  been 
performed  in  a fairly  satisfactory  manner,  but  in  Districts 
Nos.  6,  8.  and  9 I have  had  several  complaints.” 

ESCOMB  (sub-divided  into  eight  districts  with  five  contractors). — 
“ The  scavenging  in  the  above  township  has  been  performed 
in  a satisfactory  manner,  and  I have  had  very  few  com- 
plaints.” 

EVEN  WOOD  AND  BARONY  (sub-divided  into  fourteen  districts 
with  twelve  contractors). — “ The  scavenging  has  been  per- 
formed in  a satisfactory  manner,  and  I have  had  very  few 
complaints.” 

POLLARD’S  LANDS  (sub-divided  into  seven  districts  with 
three  contractors). — “The  scavenging  in  the  above  township 
has  been  performed  on  the  whole  in  a fairly  satisfactory 
manner.” 

WITTON-LE-WEAR  (sub-divided  into  .six  districts  with  six 
contractors). — “ The  scavenging  has  been  fairly  well  done, 
with  the  exception  of  No.  6 District  (Scavenger  Guy),  where 
*■  I had  to  engage  a cart  to  do  his  work  a few  weeks  ago.” 

With  regard  to  the  townships  not  scavenged  under  contract 
with  the  Council,  Inspector  Dowson  reports  as  follows  : — 
“ The  scavenging  in  these  townships  is  fairly  well  done.” 
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Table  showing  comparative  cost  of  disinfecting  powder  for 
1905  and  1914  ; — • 


Townships. 

1905 

Average 

Cost 

£3  178  6d 
per  ton 

1914 

Average 

Cost 

£3  K's  Gd 
per  ton 

Total  Cost 
for  Years 
1905-1914 

£ 

S 

d 

£ 

S 

d 

£ 

S 

d 

Auckland  St.  Andrew’s 

8 

4 

6 

12  10 

2 

124 

17 

1 

Auckland  St.  Helen’s  ... 

1 

11 

0 

4 

16 

6 

47 

7 

1 

Binchester 

Bolam 

... 

Byers  Green 

2 

5 

9 

3 

17 

6 

46 

17 

9 

Coundon 

7 

14 

6 

10 

3 

4 

155 

11 

1 

Couudon  Grange 

4 

18 

9 

10 

6 

6 

106 

15 

3 

Eldon 

5 

19 

3 

5 

6 

2 

54 

18 

1 

Escomb 

2 

12 

0 

5 

4 

4 

70 

12 

9 

Evenwood  & Barony  ... 

5 

12 

9 

14 

19 

1 

155  10 

3 

Hamsterley 

. 

Helmington  Bow 

4 

5 

3 

11 

8 

0 

100 

7 

0 

Hunwick  & Helmington 

5 

1 

0 

5 

2 

2 

68 

1 

5 

Lynesack  and  Sof tley . . . 

2 

6 

o 

O 

5 

8 

0 

Merrington 

0 

11 

9 

1 

18 

7 

17 

3 

3 

Middlestone 

6 

3 

9 

6 

18 

10 

76 

15 

11 

Middridge 

2 

16 

0 

Middridge  Grange 

. . . 

0 

18 

9 

Newfield 

1 

7 

9 

0 

14 

3 

11 

8 

1 

Newton  Cap 

0 

3 

9 

. . 

10 

11 

6 

North  Bedburn 

4 

1 

6 

5 

5 

1 

65 

17 

o 

Old  Park 

0 

8 

0 

11 

5 

1 

Pollard’s  Lands 

2 

5 

9 

2 

12 

2 

44 

15 

o 

South  Bedburn 

West  Auckland 

4 

16 

9 

12 

16 

10 

140 

16 

8 

Westertou 

0 

8 

0 

1 

18 

0 

Whitworth  Without  ... 

. . . 

Windlestone 

. . . 

• • 

Wittou-le- Wear 

4 

4 

9 

6 

8 

3 

70 

2 

6 

Totals 

72 

2 

6 

123 

10 

0 

1390 

14 

11 

Since  the  year  1905  over  1^1,300  has  been  spent  upon 
disinfecting  powder. 


23 


Tolal  paid  by  townsliips  for  Scavenging  din  ing  1914 

C s. 


Auckland  St.  Andrew’s 

434 

9 

Auckland  St.  Helen’s 

110 

0 

Bj^ex’s  Green 

138 

0 

Goundou 

434 

2 

Coundon  Grange 

391 

0 

Escomb 

245 

0 

Evenwood  and  Barony 

332 

10 

Helmington  Row 

567 

0 

Hunwick  and  Helmington 

160 

10 

jMerx’ington 

45 

0 

iMiddle.stone  ... 

129 

10 

North  Bedburn 

148 

5 

We.st  Auckland 

277 

10 

Pollai'd’s  Lands 

107 

5 

Witton-le-Weai‘ 

146 

8 

(I. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  DISTRICT.— The 
following  is  a classified  statement  made  by  each  of  the  In.spectors, 
of  tlie  number  of  premises  visited,  the  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered,  the  action  taken  witli  I’egard  to  tliese  nuisances,  and 
the  result  of  such  action. 


Tabular  Statement  of  Inspections  made  dming  1914  bj^  Mr. 
Jonas  Liddle,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  No.  1 Sub-district ; area, 
16,421  acres  ; population,  31,278. 


Premise.s 

Inspections 

Bakehouses 

1 

4 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

3 

14 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

..  74 

152 

Factories 

..  15 

15 

Workshops 

. 41 

43 

W orkplaces 

1 

6 

Houses  re  Infectious  Disease 

— 

368 

Houses  re  Nuisances  or  Defects,  inclndln 

S 

Removal  of  Refuse 

— 

29,916 

Housing  Records 

. 6,730 

411 

Houses  Reinspected 

— 

640 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Butcher’s  Shops 

29 

61 

Tabular  Statement  of  Inspections,  etc.,  during  1914,  made  by 

iNlr.  J.  W.  Dowson,  Sanitary  Inspector  < 

)f  No.  2 

Stib-district. 

Area,  40,913  acres  ; population,  27,065. 

Premises 

Inspections 

Bakehouses 

1 

4 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

..  112 

336 

Factories 

7 

14 

Workshops 

..  38 

76 

Houses  re  Infectious  Disease 

..  260 

300 

Re  Nuisances  and  Defects  ... 

— 

17,057 

Housing  Inspections 

..  5,636 

209 

Hou.ses  Reinspected 

— 

839 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Bulclier's  Sliops 

27 

270 
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Summary  of  Nuisances  dealt  with  In  No.  1 Sub-District 
(Mr.  Jonas  LIddle)  during  the  year. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Xiiinber  ot 

1 iifonniil 
w ritten 
Notices  by 
Inspector 

Number  of 
Formal 
Notices  by 
order  of 
Authority 

Number  of 
Nuisances 
abated  after 
Notice 

Dwelling 

- f Poul  Conditions 

»:> 

20 

5 

hou-ses  and'j  Structural  Defects... 

t»o 

27 

55 

Schools. 

'-Overcrowding 

! 

1 1 

12 

Lodging-houses 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

n 

Cowsheds 

• • • ...  ... 

1 

1 

Bakehouses  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Slaughter-houses 

V 

1) 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

11 

6 

2 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

53 

1 

54 

Water-closets 

7 

2 

Defective 

Yard  Paving; 

17 

10 

4 

r Defective  Traps 

5 

1 

3 

House 

No  Disconnection  from 

Drainage 

Sewers  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

^Other  Faults 

5(1 

5 

50 

Water  Supply 

O 

•J 

Pigsties 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

11 

Offensive 

Trades 

11 

* , 

Smoke  Nuisances 

n 

1) 

«, 

Other  Nuisances 

7 

6 

8 

Totals 

260 

98 

194 

Bolckow,  Vaughan,  & Co.  have 


G URN  E Y V ALL  E y.  — M ess  1 e 
enclo.secl  20  yai’d.s,  aiu!  forme  1 the  siuface  of  the  .same  of  cement- 
concrete,  without  notice. 

Eldon. — Messrs.  Pease  & Partners  have  converted  18  two- 
roomed  honses,  whicli  had  open  privy-middens  and  no  yards,  into  18 
houses  of  loni^  rooms  each,  with  an  .asli-closet  and  separate  ya'd  to 
each  house.  Lite  surface  of  all  the  yards  ai’e  formed  of  cement- 
concrete.  They  have  also  replaced  10  open  privy-middens  by  10 
ash-closets,  and  enclosed  the  same  number  of  yards. 
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PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved 
01’ destroyed  ...  ... 

Houses  disinfected  after  In- 
fectious Disease  ...  ... 

Schools  do.  do.  ...  - 

Prosecution^  for  exjjosure  oj 

Infected  persons  or  things...  Nil 
Convictions  do.  do 


1’vemarks 


Duriiicr  the  year, 
ca.se.s  of  Infectiou.^i  Disease.s 
were  notified,  vv/,  : Scarlet 
fever  ’i.")!),  diphtheria  iu  , 
Enteric  Fever  ;3.i,  Kry.sipe- 
la.s  16.  Puerperal  Fever  2, 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ft. 

There  were  lo  cases 
wtiere  2 or  more  were 
notified  in  the  same  house 
it  the  same  time,  and  16 
of  Erysipelas.  2 of  Puer- 
peral Fever,  and  8 of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum, 
after  which  we  do  not 
stove  the  premises  ; hence, 
.855  lots  of  bedding  and 
houses  stored. 


GENERAL. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected 
during  the  year  ... 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied 
during  the  year  ... 

59  Ashpit-privies  convetted  int(  j 
Ash-closets 

4 Ashpit-privies  converted  into 
Water-closets 

1 Ash-closet  converted  into 
Water-closet 

1 Additional  Water-closet 

Total  Number  of  Water-closets 
in  the  District 

Total  Number  of  Ash-closets  in 
the  District 

Total  Number  of  Ashpit-privies 
in  the  District 

Total  Number  of  Pail  closets  in 
the  District 


91 

91 

in 


I) 


9 

1 

305 


5,200 

731 


6 
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Summary  of  Nuisances  dealt  with  in  No.  2 Sub-District 
(Mr.  Joseph  Dixon  Dowson)  during  the  year. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Number  of 
Informal 
written 
Notice.s  b}' 
Inspector 

Number  of 
Formal 
Notices  by 
order  of 

All  thority 

Number  of 
Nui.sance.-i 
abated  after 
Notice 

Dwelling 

- 1 Foul  Conditions 

8 

8 

16 

liou.ses  ail 

;U  Structural  Defects... 

106 

12 

107 

Scliools 

t Overcrowding 

o 

o 

4 

6 

Jjodgiiig-liouses 

Dairies  and  Milksliops 

Cowsheds 

1 

1 

Bakehouses  ... 

Slaughter-liouses 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

16 

13 

6 

Deposits  of  lieftise  and  Manure 

416 

5 

415 

Water-  cl  osets 

12 

Defective 

Yard  Paving 

8 

o 

O 

2 

Defective  Traps 

2 

2 

Hou.se 

JNo  Uisconuection  from 

Drainage 

Sewers  ... 

Other  Faults 

2 

2 

Water  Su 

pply 

Pigsties 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

A liensive 

Ttades 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Other  Nuisances 

1 

1 

Totals 

575 

45 

558 

Manj' structural  improvements  and  repairs  have  been  carried  out  in  1914, 
ill  consequence  of  Notices  which  were  served  in  the  latter  part  of  1913  as 
follows  : — 


■24  Self-contained  Yards  with  Ash-closets,  and  Coal-Houses.  Pantries  and 
Sculleries,  have  been  provided  to  houses  at  Copeland  K,ow,  Evenwood. 

Coppycrooks  Village. — New  Ground  Floors,  new  Windows,  Spouting, 
Stairciises,  Yard-paving,  Drainage,  and  Ash-closets  have  been  provided. 

Stackyard,  Escomb. — New  Ground  Floors,  new  Windows,  improved 
Lighting  and  Ventilation,  Ash-closets,  Yard  Paving,  and  Drainage  provided. 

Post  Office  Square,  West  Auckland. -Nos.  (j,  7,  and  8 : New  Ground 
Floors,  new  Windows,  improved  Lighting  and  Ventilation,  Yard  Pavinu-,  and 
IN'ater- closets  provided. 

New^  Street,  West  Auckland.— Nos.  -23  and  24  made  into  one  house  ; new 
Grounfl  Floors,  new  Wdndow.s,  Improved  Ligliting  and  Ventilation. 

Nos.  30  and  31,  New  Street. — New  Roofs,  W'indows,  Ground  Floors, 
improved  Lighting  and  Ventilation. 


28 


WATER,  FOOD,  AND 

Number 

Remarks 

DRUGS. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for 
Analysis... 

Samples  of  \^'^ater  eomlemned 
as  until  for  nse 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

Convictions  for  exposing  or 
selling  Unwholesome  Food . . . 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs 
taken  foi-  Analysis 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs 
found  Adulterated 

2 

Nil 

?? 

?} 

PRECAUT.TONS  AGAINST 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved 
or  destroyed 

Houses  disinfected  after  In- 
fectious Disease  ... 

Schools  do.  do. 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of 
Infected  persons  or  things... 
Convictions  do.  do. 

260 

260 

Nil 

V 

• 1 

The  total  number  of 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
notified  is  332,  but  owinsr 
to  2 or  more  cases  having 
occun-ed  in  the  same  house 
in  manjf  instances,  to- 
getlier  with  the  tact  that 
ill  cases  of  Erysipelas  and 
Pueperal  Fever  house  dis- 
infection does  not  take 
place,  only  260  Houses 
and  Beiiding  have  been 
disinfected. 

GENERAL. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected 
during  the  year  ... 

16 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied 
during  tlie  year  ... 

16 

oS  Ashpit-privies  converted  into 
Ash-clo.sets 

67 

Additional  Ash-closets 

5 

3 Ashpit-privies  converted  into 
Water-closets 

2 

8 A.sh-closets  converted  into 
Water-closets 

8 

Additional  W'ater-closets 

o 

Total  Number  of  AVater-closets 
in  Disti'ict 

278 

d'otal  Number  of  Ash-closets  in 
District  ... 

3,892 

Total  Nnmher  of  Ashpit-privies 
in  District 

691 
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Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be 
controiied  by  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations. 

SLAUGHTEK-IIOU8ES.— There  nre  56  slau^^iter-hoiises 
ill  the  district,  tlie  same  iniiuber  as  last  year.  Tlie  conditions  in 
some  of  these  do  not  fiillj-  comply  with  the  standard  laid  down  in 
the  model  bye-laws.  As  has  been  noted  in  previous  annual 
reports,  it  is  impossible  to  inspect  much  of  the  meat  produced, 
as  slaughtering  operations  are  done  at  irregular  intervals,  in 
slaughter-houses  situated  in  widely  separated  positions,  within  the 
large  area  of  the  Rural  District. 

COMMON  LODC4ING-HOUSE8.  — There  is  only  one 
common  lodging-house  in  the  district,  which  is  generally  kept  in 
a satisfactory  condition. 

TENTS,  VANS,  ETC. — These  have  not  created  any  ad- 
ministrative difficulty,  and  the  Council  has  not  considered 
bye-laws  necessary.  Complaints  were  received  as  regards  a 
company  of  van-dwellers,  who  had  encamped  on  a piece  of  vacant 
land  at  South  Church  in  the  month  of  September.  They  were 
said  to  be  causing  nuisances  in  various  ways,  but  after  a visit 
from  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  they  shifted  their  quarters  and 
moved  out  of  the  district. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. — No  offensive  trades  are  carried 
on  in  the  district. 


HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. — There  are  no  bye-laws 
in  force  in  this  district  for  the  regulation  of  such  premises.  Over- 
crowding probably  takes  place  from  time  to  time,  which  could,  if 
bye-laws  were  in  force,  be  more  easily  dealt  with. 

CELLAR  DWELLINGS. — There  are  no  cellar  dwellings  in 
this  district,  and  only  a few  rooms,  which  come  under  Section  17, 
Sub-section  7,  of  the  Hou.sing,  Town  Planning,  Etc.,  Act,  1909. 
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MILK  (SUPPJjY. — In  this  district  the  I’e  ai  e 186  dairies  and 
cowsheds,  being  two  fewer  than  last  year.  To  these  tlie  Sanitaiy 
Inspectors  made  338  visits  of  inspection.  Tliere  are  a number  of 
dairies  and  cowsheds  which  are  not  altogether  satisfactory  as 
regards  lighting,  ventilation,  and  condition  of  3’ard  area. 

OTHEli  B’OODtS. — There  are  in  this  district  three  bake- 
houses, all  of  which  were,  on  inspection,  found  to  be  satisfactoiy. 
The  County  Council  are  I'esponsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and  the  Milk  and  Cream 
Kegulations  of  1912. 


SCHOOLS  — The  following  schools  have  been  closed  diu'ing 
the  year  on  account  of  infectious  disease,  under  Article  45  : — 


Schools. 

Disease. 

Month. 

Howden-le-Wear  Cl. 

Whooping 

C'ough 

January 

Butterknowle  Cl. 

Scarlet  If  ever 

May,  June,  and 
July 

Lynesack  C.E. 

Scarlet  Fever 

May,  June,  and 
July 

Haggerleases  Cl. 

Scarlet  If  ever 

May^  June,  and 
July 

Middlestone  Moor  Cl.  (Infants)... 

Whooping 

Cough 

J uly 

West  Auckland  C.E.  (Infants)... 

Measles 

Nov.  and  Dec. 

Leasingthorne  CL  (Infants) 

Measles 

JNov.  and  Dec. 

Merrington  C E. 

Measles 

December 

St.  Helen’s  Cl.  (Infants) 

Measles 

December 

Housing. 

Pecent  legislation  lias  had  the  effect  of  dii'eeting,  to  a 
marked  extent,  the  attention  of  local  authorities  and  their 
officials,  to  the  housing  conditions  in  their  respective  areas.  It 
is  needless  here  to  dilate  on  the  elfects  of  inadeciuate  and  insani- 
tary accommodation.  The  relationship  between  bad  housing 
and  phthisis  is  very  iutimate,  and  well-known.  The  crowding 
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lo^'otlun'  iilsi)  of  a large  ihuhIkm'  of  liouses  on  a Hniitcrl  area, 
('specially  if  comliiiied  with  a conservancy  systein  of  refuse 
(lis]iosal,  invariahly  tends  to  produce  a liig'li  rate  of  infant 
mortality,  and  a great  ainonnt  of  illness  amongst  childrt'n 
during  the  first  two  or  three  3’eai's  of  life. 

At  the  end  of  1914-  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  1233(1 
dwelling  houses  in  the  district,  and  that  of  these,  11132  were 
within  the  limit  of  rent,  named  in  section  14  of  the  Housing 
Town  [Manning,  etc..  Act,  1909  (i.e.  £l(i  per  annum). 


During  the  year,  020  houses  were  inspected  under  the 
provisions  of  section  IT  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.. 
Act  (1909).  Particulars  as  to  inspections,  etc.,  are  given  on 
page  32. 


From  these  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  620  houses  have  been 
inspected  under,  and  for  the  purpose  of,  the  H.T.P.A.,  (1909). 
Of  these  112  were  found  to  he  in  a state  so  dangerous  and 
injurious  to  the  health  of  the  inmates,  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 


71  representations  were  made  by  your  officials  to  the  local 
authority,  with  a view  to  (ho  making  of  closing  orders.  (i2 
closing  orders  were  made. 


In  00  cases,  the  defects  in  the  dwelling  houses  inspected, 
were  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders.  1 house 
was  aftc'r  the  making  of  a closing  order,  put  into  a state  fit  for 
human  habitation;  35  houses  were  found  to  be  on  the  border 
linp  of  fitness.  90  hous(‘s  were  found  having  minor  defects, 
such  as  windows  not  ojxuiing  properly,  defective  floors,  etc.,  and 
35  houses  were  closed  either  voluntarily,  or  hy  agreement  wiih 
the  local  aulhority. 


Tabular  Information  and  Particulars  of  the  Inspections  made  during  the  year  1914  under 

the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations.  1910, 
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Housing  and  Town  Planning,  Etc.,  Act,  1909. 


During  the  year  1914  the  Council  issued  94  closing  orders,  of 
which  particulars  are  appended  ; — 


Toadpool,  West  Auckland 

Nortli  Street,  Byers  Green 

The  Sloat,  Even  wood 

Pond  side.  Even  wood 

The  Centi’e,  Evenwood 

Stones  End,  Evenwood 

Golden  Corner,  Byers  Green 

High  Street,  Byers  Green 

Chapel  Yard,  Merrington 

Hunwiek  Station 

'I'he  Key,  Escomb 

Hall’s  Buildings,  I^scomb 

California,  Woodside 

28  Low  Albion  Street,  Witton  Park 

67  IHng  Street,  Wilton  Park 

68,  69  Low  King  Street,  Witton  Park 

Spoor's  Buildings,  Woodside 

Hall’s  Buildings,  Escomb 

Parkside  Cottage,  Canney  Hill 

66  Low  I^ing  Street,  Witton  Park  ... 

North  Bitchbuiu 

10  to  13  Mo.ses  Yard,  West  Auckland 


No.  of 
Dwellings. 

9 

1 

2 

o 

0 

1 
4 
2 
4 

3 
2 

4 

5 
4 
1 
1 
2 
8 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 


Date  of 

Closing  Order. 

1st  Sept.,  1914 
do. 

6th  Oct.,  1914 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

3rd  Nov'.,  1914 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

1st  Dec.,  1914 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  4 houses  called  Nurseiy 
Cottages,  Escomb,  were  voluntarily  closed  by  the  owner,  after 
representations  were  made. 

rife  records,  required  by  the  provisions  of  the  Housing,  Town 
I’launiug,  etc..  Act.,  to  be  kei)t,  have  been  duly  attended  to, 
and  these  receive,  from  time  to  time,  the  consideration  of  the 
general  pur])oses  committee. 
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At  tlio  time  nf  writinf>',  ini  informal  inquiry  is  being  made 
by  C.  H.  Eyles,  Esq.,  E.S.I.,  one  of  the  insix'ctors  of  the  Jjocal 
Grovernment  Board.  Your  officials  have  accompanied  liim  in 
bis  tour  of  inspection.  Without  anticipating  in  any  way  the 
findings  of  the  inspectoi-,  certain  facts  were  very  clearly  evident 
in  the  cour.se  of  this  inspection,  viz.,  that  in  a consideiahle 
number  of  cases,  closing  orders  had  been  made,  and  although 
many  months  had  elapsed  since  these  were  issued,  tlie  hoiises 
were  .still  occupied.  The  reason  given  for  this,  by  the  tenants, 
was  that  they  were  unable  to  find  another  house  suitable  for 
them,  at  a rent  within  their  means.  The  requirements  of  tlie 
^II.T.P.  Act,  as  stated  in  secti(m  18,  are  as  follows: 

“Where  a closing  order  in  respect  of  any  dwelling  hou.se, 
has  remained  operative  for  a period  of  three  months,  the  local 
authority  shall  take  into  consideration  the  ruie.stion  of  the 
demolition  of  the  dwelling  house,  and  .shall  give  every  owner 
of  the  dwelling  house  notice  of  the  time  (being  some  time  not 
less  than  one  month  after  the  service  of  the  notice),  and  ])lacc 
at  which  the  cpiestion  shall  be  considered,  and  any  owner  of  the 
dwelling  house  shall  be  entitled  to  be  heard  when  the  question 
is  .so  taken  into  consideration. 

“ If  upon  any  such  consideration,  the  local  authority  are  of 
opinion  that  the  dwelling  hoiise  has  not  been  rendered  fit  for 
human  habitation,  and  that  the  necessary  .steps  are  not  being 
taken  with  all  due  diligence,  to  render  it  so  fit,  or  that  the 
continuance  of  any  building  being,  nr  being  part  of,  the 
dwelling  house,  is  a niiisance,  or  dangerous  or  injurious  to  the 
health  of  the  public,  or  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring 
dw'elling  houses,  they  shall  ordei'  the  demolition  of  the  building. 

“ If  any  owner  undertakes  forthwith  to  execute  the  works 
necessary  to  render  the  dwelling  house  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion, and  the  local  authority  consider  it  can  be  so  rendered  fit 
for  human  habitation,  the  local  authority  may,  if  they  think 
fit,  postpone  the  operation  of  the  order  for  such  time,  not 
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six  nioiillis,  ;is  lliey  lliiiik  siilticioni , for  ihe  ])iirposo 
of  p’iviiii>’  llio  owner  an  oi)i)ori un itv  of  executing  the  necessary 
woi'ks. 

“ Notice  of  an  order  for  tJie  (leinolition  of  a hnilding  siiall  he 
forthwitli  served  on  every  owner  of  the  hnilding,  in  respect  of 
whicli  it  is  made,  and  any  owner,  aggrieved  hy  the  order  may 
ai)i)ea1  to  the  Local  (Tovernment  Hoard,  by  giving  notice  of 
ai^ieal  to  the  Hoard  within  21  days  after  the  order  has  been 
served  upon  him.” 

The  duty  of  considering  the  question  of  demolition  is  laid 
upon  the  Council  in  regard  to  property  for  wliich  closing  orders 
have  been  is.sued.  This  point  requires  to  be  emphasised,  as  in 
a considerable  number  of  cases  whei’e  property  bas  been  closed  by 
tbe  Council,  tbe  question  of  demolition  has  not  been  considered  by 
tbe  Council  as  required  by  tbe  Act,  althougb  more  than  six  montbs 
bave  elapsed  since  the  closing  order  was  made,  and  attbougb  no 
attempt  bas  been  made  in  the  cases  referred  to,  to  make  the 
proi)erty  fit  for  habitation.  Any  owner  of  property  who  may 
consider  himself  aggrieved  by  a demolition  order  served  on 
him  by  order  of  the  Council,  can  appeal  within  21  days  after 
the  notice  is  served  ui)on  him,  to  the  Local  Government  Hoard. 

During  the  past  year  (120  houses  have  been  inspected,  under 
and  for  the  purpose  of  the  II.T.H.A.,  1909.  Of  these  112  were 
on  inspection  comsidered  to  be  in  a state,  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health,  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  In 
71  cases  representations  were  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with 
a view  to  tbe  making  of  clo.sing  orders.  In  64  cases  closing 
orders  were  made.  In  GO  cases  the  defects  found  were  remedied 
without  closing  orders  being  made.  In  1 case  the  defects 
present  were  renu'died  after  a closing  order  had  been  issued. 
The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  were,  damp  walls, 
defective  ground  floors,  insufficient  liglit  and  ventilation  in 
living' rooms  and  bedrooms. 

Many  bedrooms  inspected  were  of  tbe  attic  tyi)e,  being 
low,  and  badly  lighted  and  ventilated.  In  35  cases  the  condi- 


lion  ui'  ilio  lioiisos  was  suoli  as  io  ])lace  llioni,  as  ro^ards  flosiii<>’ 
orders,  in  tlie  category  of  doubtful  or  “ on  tlie  border  line.” 
In  UO  cases  inspection  revealed  tbe  presence  of  minor  defects 
such  as  windows  not  opening  proi)er]y,  defective  floors,  etc.  In 
35  cases  hou.‘-es  were  closed  voluntarily,  or  by  mutual  agree- 
ment between  the  owners  and  the  Council. 

SUPERVISION  OVER  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  NEW 
HOUSES  IN  RELATION  TO  BYE-LAWS. 

The  by-laws  in  force  at  the  present  time,  were  approved  of 
by  the  Local  (Government  Board  in  1903.  They  were  amended 
with  regard  to  width  of  back  street  and  height  of  rooms  in  1910. 

Intending  builders  are  recpiired  to  submit  their  plaus  to 
the  Plans  Committee  of  the  Council,  and  after  erection,  the 
building  surveyor  issues  a habitation  certificate,  before  the 
building  can  be  lawfully  occux)ied  for  human  habitation. 

ST  ANDREW  AUCKLAND.— In  1912  the  sanitary 
inspector  reported  upon  9 hoxises  at  Coppycrooks,  as  being 
seriously  defective  from  a structural  point  of  view.  The  defects 
then  found  to  exist  have  now  been  remedied,  after  a consider- 
able amount  of  correspondence  between  the  sanitary  inspector 
and  the  owners’  agents. 

The  houses  in  (piestion  have  been  greatly  improved.  In 
the  case  of  every  house  there  have  been  provided  new  ground 
floors,  new  windows,  and  new  spouting,  whilst  in  numbers  2 
and  8,  new  staircases  have  been  imt  in  in  addition.  Other 
improvements  comprise  the  provision  of  an  ashcloset  to  each 
house,  and  the  cementing,  draining,  and  channelling  of  the 
space  at  the  back  of  the  houses.  The  housing  records  relating  to 
43  houses  in  Fieldens  Bridge  have  been  laid  before  the  Oeneral 
Purposes  Committee,  and  will  no  doubt  shortly  be  dealt  with. 

AUCKLAND  ST  HELEN’S.- Closing  orders  were  made 
relating  to  b houses  reported  upon  as  unfit  for  Inunau  habita- 
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lion  in  the  annual  report  of  tlie  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
1912.  The  houses  are  now  unoccniiied  hut  not  demolished. 

ESCOMB. — At  Stackyard,  a number  of  bouses  were 
voluntarily  (do.sed,  and  4 have  since  been  made  tit  for  habita- 
tion. Xew  ground  floors,  new  windows,  improved  lighting  and 
ventilation,  new  ash-closets,  and  new  coal-houses  have  been 
provided  for  these.  The  other  two  still  remain  empty. 

In  addition  the  yard  has  been  cemented  to  a width  extend- 
ing ()  feet  from  the  liouses,  and  proper  provision  made  for  the 
drainage  of  it. 

XUltSEE  Y C(  ITTAGES,  ESCOMB. —Representations 
were  made  to  the  Council  for  the  closing  of  five  cottages,  and 
the  owner  appeared  before  the  Council  and  agreed  to  voluntarily 
close  4 of  the  cottages,  and  the  remaining  one  is  to  be  repaired 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council. 

EVEXAVOOD  & BAROXY. — 24  houses  at  Copeland  Row. 
J''iXtensive  improvements  have  been  carried  out  here  by  the 
Xorth  Beechburn  Coal  Company,  proA’iding  where  possible  a 
self-contained  yard  and  scx;llery,  with  wash-up  sinks  to  each 
house.  In  addition,  an  ash-closet  and  a coal-house  Avere  i)ro- 
A’ided  to  each  house,  and  iini)roA'ements  of  a similar  character 
are  to  be  carried  out  in  the  spring  to  8 houses  in  Chapel  Street, 
and  9 houses  in  Double  Roav,  EveiiAvood.  For  all  the  houses  in 
Chapel  Street  and  Double  Row,  Even  wood,  av'.c.s  are  to  be 
jDi’ovided  in  place  of  the  existing  insanitary  privy  middens. 

A\  EST  AUCKLAXD. — At  Stokoe’s  Yard  and  Diamond 
Terrace  24  houses  Inn'e  been  provided  Avith  yard  accommoda- 
tion and  a back  street,  together  with  se])arate  sanitary  coiiA’cni- 
ences,  and  in  a number  of  cases  dormer  AA’indoAvs  have  been 
IxrOAuded  to  iinproA'e  the  lighting  and  A'entilation  of  the  back 
bedroom. 
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At  forty  lionses  in  New  Street,  West  Auckland,  iinpor- 
iaiit  iniproveniciits  are  l)eiii<>'  carried  out.  At  jiumbers  3,  5, 
and  29  yood  yroiind  floors,  tornied  of  cement,  have  been  pro- 
A’ided.  At  numbers  30  and  31  the  roots  and  spoutinp'  have  been 
(■om])]etely  renewed.  On  tlie  ^lound  floors  new  sash  windows 
and  new  doors  have  been  put  in,  and  the  yard  has  been  paved. 

Xumbers  25  and  27  have  been  made  into  one  house,  and 
also  numbers  23  and  24.  In  addition,  numbers  23  and  24  have 
been  provided  with  new  windows,  new  staircases,  a new  wash- 
hoiise  and  imi)roved  ventilation.  Notiees  have  also  been  served 
on  the  owners  to  provide  w.e.s  to  all  the  above  houses. 

In  case  of  notices  to  provide  a water-closet  or  water-closets 
not  being-  complied  with,  the  Council  have  instructed  the  sur- 
A'eyor  to  carry  out  the  work. 

BIIEWERY  COTTAGES,  West  Auckland. — Representa- 
tions were  made  for  the  closing-  of  these  houses,  b\it  the  owners 
asked  the  Council  to  defer  taking-  action  as  they  were  consider- 
ing- a scheme.  Rians  tor  new  houses  have  been  submitted  and 
passed  by  the  Council,  and  the  houses  are  now  in  cour.se  of 
erection. 


SALISBURY  SQUARE,  West  Auckland.— At  numbers 
7,  8,  10,  18,  20,  21,  22,  25,  and  2()  new  cement  floors  were  l ud 
and  certain  minor  rei)airs  were  done  to  the  proi)erty. 

REPORT  BY  Dr.  hIcDONALD  AND  Inspector  DIDDLE 
AS  TO  THE  HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION  IN  THE 
TOWNSHIP  OF  BYERS  GREEN. 

As  requested  by  the  Council  a systematic  inspection  accord- 
ing to  The  Housing-  (Insi)ection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910, 
has  been  carried  out  throughout  the  township  of  Byers  Green, 
and  the  following  is  a ])reliminary  report  of  the  conditions 
found,  especially  as  to  house  accommodation. 
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There  is  iin  detailed  infnrnuitinn  yiven  of  the  sanitary 
conditions  found  to  exist,  hut  tlie  conditious  of  each  house  is 
recorded  according'  to  the  regulations  of  The  Local  ftoveru- 
nient  Hoard,  and  these  >vill  probably  he  considered  by  the 
General  I’ui-poses  Connnittee. 

The  populations  enninerated  in  the  township  of  J3yers 
Green  (with  its  reduced  boundary)  at  the  recent  census  was 
2349  with  495  separate  occupiers. 

ddie  poi)ulation  enumerated  during  the  housing  inspection 
carried  out  towards  the  end  of  1913,  and  the  beginning  of 
1914,  was  2 257,  this  is  excluding  five  hoiises  relating  to  which 
no  records  were  kept,  thus  it  is  seen  that  the  population  of 
Hyers  Green  has  not  increased  during  the  last  3 years. 

( )CCTJPATIOX. — Most  of  the  workers  at  Byers  Green  are 
associated  with  the  coal  mines  in  the  near  vicinity.  A small 
l)ercentage  are  employees  of  the  Xorth  Eastern  Eailway 
Company.  The  remaining  are  farm  workers  or  carrying  on 
Imsiness  on  their  own  accoiint. 

SIZE  OF  FAMILY.— Like  the  district  as  a whole,  the 


family  of  4 persons  contains 

the  highest  proportion  of 

l)opulation. 

,SIZE  OF  TFXFMFXT.- 

-Of  the  497  houses  relatin 

which  records  have  been  kept. 

5 

consists  of 

1 apartment 

139 

J 1 

o 

9 9 

154 

3 

115 

» < 

4 , , 

h 

fi 

•JO 

l(i 

p 

J 1 

o 

5 

? 9 

b ,, 

0 

1 1 

9 

1 

« » 

10 

1 

9 9 

11 

Total. 

—497, 

40 


2 of  the  houses  which  have  not  been  recorded  are  The 
A'hcai'aufe  and  The  Small  Pox  Hospital. 

Tlie  commonest  size  of  tenement  is  that  consisting  of  3 
rooms  which  contains  30  9 per  cent  of  the  total  tenements, 
wliereas  for  the  whole  Auckland  Itural  District  the  4 roomed 
tenement  is  tlie  commonest,  which  contains  3(i  per  cent,  of  the 
wliole  as  against  234  per  cent,  for  Byers  (Treen. 

In  the  Amdiland  llural  District  80  per  cent,  of  the  popu- 
lation live  in  houses  of  4 rooms  or  less.  In  Byers  Green,  82T) 
per  cent. 

OVEECROAVDING. — The  standard  of  the  Registrar 
is  taken,  namely,  more  than  2 occupants  per  room  to  he  con- 
sidered overcrowded.  The  above  standard  does  not  take  into 
consideration  the  .size  of  the  room.  The  table  on  page  42  gives 
the  population  in  Byers  Gi’een  living  under  various  conditions 
of  room  accommodation  classified  according  to  the  size  of 
tenement.  This  table  can  be  compared  in  detail  with  a similar 
table  for  the  whole  distret,  whicdi  is  given  in  “The  Medical 
Gfficer’s  Annual  Report  for  1913,”  page  2ti. 

Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  Standard,  there  were  in 
the  whole  district  during  the  recent  census  24'9  per  cent,  of 
the  population  living  in  tenements  having  more  than  2 occu- 
jiants  per  room,  as  against  2()‘()  for  Byers  Grc'cn  (found  during 
the  recent  inspection). 

In  the  whole  district  there  were  30  per  cent,  of  the  popu- 
lation occupying  tenements  of  4 rooms  and  less  with  more 
than  2 occupants  per  room  as  against  32'4  per  cent,  in  Byers 
Green.  Thus  although  a good  deal  of  overcrowding  exists  in 
the  Parish  of  Byers  Green,  it  was  found  only  to  be  slightly 
higher  than  that  in  llu'  Ruial  District  as  a whole  at  the  recent 
census. 


AVGIlIvElbS. — As  Me.ssrs.  Bolckow,  A^aughan  & Co.  are  the 
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main  employers,  the  following'  might  he  of  some  interest.  Of 
the  497  heads  of  families  : 

1 is  a medical  practitioner. 

28  are  females. 

332  are  employees  of  ^lessrs  Bolkow,  Vaughan  and  Co. 

28  are  employees  of  the  Xortli  Eastern  Bailway  Co. 

oJ  find  employment  at  Byers  Green  other  than  with 
Bolkow,  Vauglian  and  Co.  (some  are  in  husiness  on  their  own 
account). 

19  at  the  time  of  in.spection  were  not  working. 

38  are  working  outside  Byers  Green.  10  at  Brancepeth ; 
11,  Page  Bank;  5,  Willington  ; 3,  Newfield;  2,  Westerton ; 3, 
8pennymoor ; and  1 at  each  of  the  following,  Snnnybrow, 
Couiidon,  Bincliester,  Ferryhill,  and  Oakenshaw. 

Total,  497. 

Tliere  are  Kil  unmarried  men  at  Byers  Green  (employees 
of  Me.ssrs  Bolkow,  Vaughan  and  Co)  residing  in  the  township 
in  addition  to  332  heads  of  families  above  referred  to. 

Thus  of  the  total  heads  of  families  residing  at  Byers 
Green,  332  or  05  per  cent,  are  employed  by  Messrs  Bolkow, 
Vaughan  and  Co. 

To  come  to  a definite  comdusion  with  regard  to  the  neces- 
sity of  furtlier  house  accommodation  at  Byers  Green,  it  would 
he  desirable  to  ascertain  the  total  n\imher  of  heads  of  families 
employed  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Byers  Green  by  Messrs  Bolkow, 
Vaughan  and  Co. 

The  difference  between  this  total  and  the  332  already 
housed  in  Byers  Green  would  give  the  number  of  heads  of 
families  employed  with  Messrs  Bolkow,  Vaughan  and  Co.  at 
Byers  Green,  and  not  housed  in  the  township. 

r 

Some  of  these,  perhaps  from  choice,  live  elsewhere  than  in 
Byers  GT'een,  some  might  he  living  in  houses  owned  by  the 
company  in  the  near  vicinity  of  Byers  Green,  and  such  is  the 
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case  with  tlie  liniises  in  the  townsliip  of  Old  Park.  The 
Council  would  prohahly  take  into  consideration  tliat  38  of  the 
houses  in  Pyers  (Ireen  are  heino-  occui)ied  hy  people  working' 
out  of  the  township,  and  of  these,  31  work  outside  the  Auckland 
Rural  District. 

COA^DITIOA8  OF  PREMISES  IXSPECTED.— A lar<>e 
number  of  the  premises  inspected  in  the  township  of  Byers 
Green  requires  the  attention  of  the  Council,  but  with  few 
exceptions  all  the  houses  (although  not  in  every  resiiect  desir- 
able) can  be  made  habitable  at  a reasonable  cost  to  the  owners. 


TABULAR  INFORMATION  AND  PARTICULARS  OF 
HOUSES  INSPECTED. 


No.  of 
Houses 
Inspected 

Houses 

unfit 

for 

habita- 

tion. 

Houses 
doubtful 
or  on  the 
border  line 
of  fitness, 
through 
insufficient 
light  and 
ventilation, 
general 
dilapidations 
or  structural 
defects. 

Houses 
back-to- 
back,  and 
in  some 
cases  with 
other 
defects. 

Houses 
reason- 
ably 
fit  for 
habit- 
ation. 

Houses 
improved 
since  in- 
spection, 
but  not 
made 
in  all 
respects 
reason- 
ably fit 
for  habit- 
ation. 

Houses 
with 
minor 
defects, 
such  as 
windows 
not 

opening 

properly, 

defective 

floors, 

yard- 

paving, 

etc. 

496 

9 

99 

55 

250 

17 

66 

The  486  houses  inspected  do  not  include  the  Vicarage,  the 
dwelling-house  at  the  Smallpox  Hospital,  or  the  lock-up  shop 
owned  by  Mr.  Walter  Willson.  In  addition  to  the  above- 
mentioned  defects,  a number  of  hou.ses  have  no  yard  accom- 
modation. 

VICTORIA  COTTAGES,  WITTON-LE-WEAR  TOWX- 
iSIIIP. — These  houses  were  found  on  ins])ection  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  to  h('  not  in  all  rt'spects  fit  for  human  liahitation. 
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and  iiolices  ware  served  to  reJiiedy  Llie  detects.  These  notices 
liave  oidy  Ix'en  i)artly  complied  witli,  and  elosin”'  orders  were 
issued  in  respect  to  10  ot  tlieni,  and  representations  have  been 
made  to  the  (.'oiiueil  with  a view  to  closing  the  remaining  10. 
The  consideration  ot  tln'se  has  meanwhile,  been  adjourned  tor 
a month. 

(tHEEX. — Of  the  0 liouses  fo\ind  to  be  unht  for 
liuman  habitation,  3 liave  been  closed,  and  (!  removed  from  the 
idass  of  unfit,  2 voluntarily,  and  7 after  closing  orders  were 
made  by  the  Council.  Informal  notices  arc  being  served  on 
all  the  owners  whose  houses  are  insanitary,  or  structurally* 
defective,  to  remedy  the  same,  and  in  several  cases  the  work  is 
in  progress. 

At  Harvey  Street  the  owners  have  demolished  4 houses, 
and  have  erected  ash-closets  on  the  site  regardless  of  the 
Coiincil’s  having  served  notice  on  the  owners  to  provide  water- 
clo.sets.  This  if  tolerated  by*  the  Council,  will  very  probably 
cause  other  owners  to  strongly  resent  the  provision  of  water- 
closets  to  houses  similarly  situated. 

Since  the  houses  were  inspected,  10  back  to  back  houses 
have  been  made  into  houses  having  through  ventilation.  3 of 
these  have  4 rooms,  1 has  5 rooms,  and  another  is  a house  of 
(i  rooms.  Uf  these  10,  5 were  previously  “ unfit  for  human 
habitation.”  At  present  there  are  at  least  10  houses  not 
occui)ied.  Several  of  these  are  reasonably  fit  tor  human 
habitation. 

COUX’IJOX. — The  houses  numbers  25  to  28  Church  Street 
are  still  occupied,  althougli  closing  orders  were  made  by  the 
Count-il,  3rd  November,  1913.  There  are  no  inioccupied 
houses  in  this  township.  The  house  No.  89  Wharton  Street, 
has  been  provided  with  a back  door,  larger  and  better  windows, 
a good  concrete  floor,  and  has  been  otherwise  improved. 
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ELDOX. — Messrs  Pease  and  Partners,  Ltd.,  the  o^vners  ot 
J*]ldun  Colliery,  are  still  inoceeding-  with  the  raising  of  the 
house  roofs,  and  tlie  provision  of  self-contained  yards,  with 
separate  sanitary  conveniences  to  each  house.  These  improve- 
ments are  being  made  in  the  case  of  all  the  low  badly  lighted, 
and  badly  ventilated  liouses  in  Front  and  South  Eows.  The 
owners  have  voluntarily  closed  4 insanitary  houses,  and  have 
erected  11  new  houses  of  3 good  sized  rooms  each,  with,  in 
addition,  scullery  and  pantry.  There  are  also  7 other  houses 
awaiting  completion. 

HELMINGTOX  EUW.— 41  of  the  houses  inspected  during 
1914  were  at  Xorwich  Terrace.  These  have  been  voluntarily 
closed,  and  converted  into  workshops.  37  were  at  Central 
Street,  Sunnybrow,  and  17  of  these  have  been  vacated.  In 
Chapel  and  Central  Streets,  Sr;nnybrow,  in  addition  to  the  17 
which  have  been  vacated,  there  are  05  houses  which  are  at 
present  occupied,  but  which  are  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation.  On  the  17th  March,  1914,  the  sanitary  officials 
met  Mr  Weeks,  the  agent  for  Messrs  Pea.se  and  Partners,  at 
v^’niinybrow,  when  he  said  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  com- 
pany to  take  down  all  the  houses  in  Central  and  Chapel  Street, 
and  erect  new  and  better  houses,  a plan  of  which  was  presented 
on  the  3rd  June,  1914.  This  plan,  which  was  for  73  houses, 
received  the  approval  of  the  Eural  District  Council,  but  as  yet 
there  is  no  sign  of  the  work  being  proceeded  with,  and  I am 
afraid  nothing  further  will  be  done  in  this  matter  until  the 
war  is  oA'er.  Although  there  have  been  57  houses  erected 
during  1914,  by  private  enterprise  in  this  township,  there  is  at 
present  insufficient  hoiisiug  accommodation,  especiallj'  for 
large  families. 

IIUXWICK  AXD  JIELMIXCITOX.— T)ie  work  of  replac- 
ing ash-closets  by  water-closets  is  being  proceeded  with. 

MJ'lEElXGTt  )X. — Seveial  structural  improvements  to 
dwelling  houses  have  been  executed,  and  at  present  4 back  to 


15 


Itack  houses  are  in  pioeess  of  being  made  into  2 houses  of  4 
I'ooms  each,  with  s('lf-fontaincd  yard,  aud  a water-cdoset  io 
each  house. 

M11)1)JjEST(  )Xfh--Tlie  house  whicli  was  condemned  as 
unfit  tor  human  liahiiation,  lias  been  made  reasonably  ht  and 
i-e-occupied,  and  9 houses  ^^hich  were  structurally  defective, 
have  been  repaired. 

NOKTll  IM'lDliUKX. — Of  the  houses  inspected,  2 were 
found  to  be  unfit  for  luiman  habitation,  and  lun’e  been 
voluntarily  closed.  The  house  (inspected  during  1913)  which 
was  found  to  have  a bedroom  over  a stable,  has  been  improved. 
The  stable  has  been  converted  into  a living  room,  and  the 
house  generally  put  into  a reasonable,  state  of  repair. 


Street  Making. 

During  the  year  the  following  private  street  works  were 
completed : 

ST.  ANDREW, S AUCKLAND  : 

Back  Busty  Terrace. 

Back  Low  Deanery  Street  and  Eront  Street. 

Back  Low  Deanery  Street,  Xorth. 

Back  High  Deanery  Street  and  Front  Street. 

Back  High  Deanery  Street  and  Johnston  (Street. 

Back  Edward  Street  and  Johnston  Street. 

Back  Edward  Street  and  John  Street. 

HELMINGTON  ROW  : 

Victoria  Terrace. 

Osborne  Gardens. 

Back  Belle  Vue. 

Back  Victoria  Terrace  and  Osborne  Gardens. 

Back  Alexandra  Terrace  and  Victoria  Terrace. 

Back  Sandringham  Road  and  Windsor  Terrace. 
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Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  and 
Home  Work, 

Tlituc  lire  ill  tlio  district.  22  factories,  J19  workshops,  and 
1 workplace.  There  is  no  liomework  carried  on  in  tlie  district. 
Of  the  three  defects  found,  all  were  remedied  before  the  end  of 
the  year. 

The  following  statement  gives  particulars  of  inspections 
made  during  the  year : 
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1. — Inspections  (including  Tnspeclions  made  by  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances). 


Premises. 

Inspec- 

Written 

Prose- 

tions. 

Notices 

cutions. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundrie.s)  .. 

29 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 
Workplaces  (other  than  outworkers’ 
Premises) 

119 

... 

6 

• • • 

. . . 

Total 

154 

... 

2. — Defects  Fonnd  in  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Nuisances  wnder  the  Public  Health  Acts: 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Wafit  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

'Insufficient 

Sanitary  unsuitable  or 

. detective 

Accommodation  separate  for 

sexes 

Offences  under  the  P'actonj  and  li  orhsleop 
Act : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (s.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  require- 
ments for  iKikelionses  (ss.  97  to 
100) 

Other  offences 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

... 

•• 

Total 

4 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7,  and  8 of  the  Factor}’  and 
Workshops  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District, 

Tlio  stuff  is  as  follows : 

Medical  Officer  of  Healtli. 

T.  C.  Pknpold,  M.B.,  M.R.C.8.,  D.P'.H. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances — Snb  District,  Xo.  1. 

I.  Liddlk,  Cert.  Royal  San.  Inst. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances — Suh  District,  No.  2. 

I.  D.  Dowsox,  Cert.  Royal  San.  Inst. 

Clerk  to  Medical  Officer Gilbeht  J.  Lavertck. 

The  Council  employ  a man  to  disinfect  houses,  etc. 

The  work  of  each  inspector  in  addition  to  his  statutory 
duties,  includes  the  inspection  of  houses,  under  and  for  the 
purposes  of  section  17  of  the  ITousiu”-  and  Town  Planning'  Act, 
1909.  The  duties  of  the  disinfector  consist  in  disinfectinp- 
houses  after  the  recovery,  death,  or  to  removal  to  hospital  of 
patients  suffering'  from  infectious  diseases,  and  the  supervision 
of  the  scavenging  iinder  the  direction  of  the  two  inspectors. 


Xo.  1 Sul)-l)istrii-L  (inspedor  Liddle).  X<>.  2 .Snl)-I  )isti-iet  (Inspector  Dowson). 
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Hospital  Accommodation, 

'Pwo  lios])ii;ils  aro  pi'ovidcd  for  llic  r(>c(‘i»i  ion  of  palioiits 
sufl'oriiio'  from  iiifocdious  disease',  and  who  icside  in  fhe  Auck- 
land 11  Ural  Distiief. 

1 is  situat('d  at  I’indale  Crescent  in  IIk'  iownsliip  of  .St 
Andrew  Anckluud,  and  has  aeeninmodation  for  d 1 patients,  'riiis 
is  known  as  No.  I liospital.  Tlie  otliei'.  No.  2 liospital,  is  situated 
in  tlie  town.ship  of  Helinington  Row.  d’liese  are  joint  liospil als 
and  receives  ])atients  fi’oni  Crook,  Sliildon,  'kow  Law  and 
AVillington,  as  wc'll  as  from  the  Am  kland  llural  Disti-ict. 

d'liree  different  kinds  of  infectious  disease'  can  he'  accom- 
modated at  eacli  lio.spital  at  the  same'  time'. 

At  present  there  is  no  e)tfici;tl  le'turn  of  admissions  or  dis- 
cliare'cs  received  hy  tlu'  Saniteiry  Anthority.  'Idle  i)j'ovision  of 
.such  a return  woeild  fre(|uently  he  ve'iy  he'ljiful  to  tlie  sanitary 
officials. 

llnrino-  the  jia.st  year  445  e-ases  weie'  removed  from  the 
Auckland  llural  District  to  one'  or  oihe'r  of  tlu'se'  hosiiitals,  eif 
which,  ()7  were  I'ases  of  dipthi'ria,  434  those'  id'  scarlet  fever,  and 
the  remainino'  44  were'  rases  of  enti'iic  feve'r.  In  2 in.stane-e's 
it  Avas  necessary  to  ])rocure'  magistrate's  orders  hi'fore  re'moval 
couhl  he  effected. 

ddie  adA’anta'i'e  of  hospital  tre'alment  to  the  patient  is 
frerpiently  A'cry  r'foat,  espe'cially  in  case-s  of  dijitheria  and 
{'uteric  fever,  Avhere'  so  mue-h  dejii'iids  on  care'ful  and  inti'll ir'e'iil 
nursinp'.  If  is  liki'wisi'  A'ery  imiiorlanl  in  the'  inte'ie'sts  of  the' 
]mhlic  heeilth,  that  tlu'se  jiatie'nts  should  he'  I'tficiently  se'r-n'- 
r'ated  till  tlu'y  are'  no  lonoe'r  liable'  to  infe'ct  others  on  tlu'ir 
leturn,  as  liability  to  sjire'ad  infection  freepu'iitly  jiersists  for 
a lono-  time  after  the'  patie'iit  has  hce'ii  re'steire'd  tei  ueirimil 
Ijealtli, 
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riu-  .siniill|)Ox  is  siLuaLed  at  BiiiclicsLur.  Llie  medical 

si  air  cl  ihe  liuspilals  is  scpai-ate  and  distinct  i'ruin  that  of  the 
Aiiekland  Rural  Districl. 

W’c  have  received  niueli  assislaiiee  tioin  the  niati'nii  and 
iiiiisinj:’  stall'  a(  'I'iiidah'  Creseent,  wlio  have  l)een  most  anxious 
to  eo-o])(‘i’ati'  with  us  (sometimes  at  yreat  ineouvenienee  to 
1 hemst'lves')  in  dc'alin;^'  witli  ('pidemie  disease,  and  wc  hci'c 
.ui-alefully  aeknowled<>e  the, assistance  they  have  given  us. 

Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws,  and  Regulations 
in  Force  in  the  District. 

Tlu'  following  are  a])])l ieahle  lo  the  wliole  distri(d  : 

Ihovision  of  Section  d'J  of  the  Act  of  1875  ( Public 
A^eeessaiies).  Date  of  Order:  28th  August,  ]8!)d. 

Provision  of  the  Towns  Improvement  t'lauses  Act  of  1847 
with  respect  to  the  *\aming  of  Streets  and  A umheriiig 
of  houses.  Date  of  Order:  11th  Septeniher,  1897. 

Ih'ovision  of  Seel  ion  29  of  the  Act  of  ISf-h  (huilding  over 
sewers,  etc.).  Date  of  Order:  18th  April,  1900. 

Provision  of  Section  28  of  the  T(,wii  Police  Clauses  Act 
1847.  Date  of  Order:  10th  Dehiuary,  1898. 

All  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention) 
A(t,  1890.  Date  of  Order:  18th  hYdjruary,  1890. 

Provision  of  Part  III  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amend- 
ment) A(4,  1890.  Date  of  Order:  18th  Dehruary,  1890. 

I'l-han  Powers  with  jeference  to  Jiiaking  Dye-laws  for 
lemoval  of  house  lefuse,  the  ex))ens(‘s  incurred  to  he 
considei'ed  si)ecia]  expenses.  Date  of  Order:  1891. 

The  following  piovisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amcjid- 
ment  Act,  1907  : 


Sections  15-18  (inclusive),  20-25  (inclusive),  27-33  (inclu- 
sive), conint  iscd  in  Vnrt  II. 

Sections  34-o()  (inclusive)  (■onii)iisc(l  in  I’ail  III. 

Sections  •)2-(io  (inclusive)  and  (18  conijuised  in  I'ai  t J \ . 
vSeetions  (!i)-T()  (inclusive)  conij)risijic-  P;ii'(  V. 

d’herc  are  creOain  conditions  and  adaptatit.Us  as  rec’avds 
Sections  2(  , 30,  do,  38,  oil,  and  To.  Date  of  < )ider : ]8(7i 
August,  1907. 


DYE-LAIVS  AND  KDflTTJ.ATIDAS  IN  lOKCK 
IN  TJIE  DISTRICT. 


A’ev  SticH'ts  and  ft  nil  dings* 
Slaughter  Houses 
Prevention  of  Isuisances 
Coiuiuon  Lodging-houses 
Houses  Let  in  lodgings  ... 
Cleaiising  of  Pootways,  Ashi)its,  etc. 
Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  i\li]hshoi)s 


1903 

1903 

1903 

1903 

None  in  force. 
Xone  in  force. 
Xone  iji  foi'ce. 
1909 


* Anuuided  with  regard  to  width  of  hack  streets  and  lieight 
of  rooms,  1910. 


The  hdlowing  are  in  foT’ce  with  regard  to  the  contrihutory 
places  stated  : 

Coinpulsoiy  (^)j'der  hy  the  Local  Government  Hoard  undej' 
S('ctio]i  42  of  th(^  Public  Health  Act  of  1875,  requiring  the 
Disti'ict  Council  fo  undei  take  contracf  tor  the  removal  of  house 
refuse,  etc.,  in  the  following  contributory  places  : — Auckland  St 
Andianv  ; Auckland  St  Helen;  Amddand  West;  Pedhurn. 
Xoi'th  ; Coundon;  Coundon  Gi  ange;  Lscomh ; JX-enwood  and 
Barony;  1 lei  mi  iigton  Bow;  and  Pollard's  Lands.  Date  of 
( )rder  : 8tli  May,  1897. 

()]'der  declaring  cleansing  of  A.shjjits,  (dc.,  in  remaining 
19  towjiships  to  he  special  expenses.  Date  of  Order,  1904. 


of  till’  I'oAviis  1 l)tpl■o^■OlllC'lli  clauses  Act  of  ItS-J  i 
with  ri'spect.  lo  Slatig'liC'v-honsf's,  iiieoi])oial(Hl  willi  ihe  Aei  ol 
ISTo  liy  Sei-tioii  Hi!)  (iSuh-seclioiis  ‘J  aiul  il)  atul  ot  Sc'clioii  ]7(). 
'Phis  ajtplies  to  all  the  district  with  the  exci'idiou  of  the  towii- 
>hi])s  of  lliuchestei',  ^liddrid^'c  (Tirau^e  and  ()ld  Hark.  Date 
of  ()rder:  8tli  May,  J8!)i. 


Hrovisiou  of  Seitioii  Hll  (1st  ])ara”'raph')  of  the  HuLlie 
Health  Ac-t,  187-")  ( Jji<idit  iii^ ) is  in  operation  in  tko  following 
lowiisliips  : 


] l eliningtoii  Kow 
Xewton  (hip  ... 
I’ol lard’s  Lands 
Witton  le  AVi'ar 


28th  •Inly,  187!) 

2-')th  Debrnary,  DD-l: 
ISth  Marcdi,  1907 
doth  December,  18!)1 


In  most  of  the  other  townships  the  Parish  Chiuncil  Iuia'c 
ado])ted  the  Lighting-  and  Wati  hing'  Act,  188-'),  which  g'i\'es 
similar  powers  to  the  Parish  Conneil. 


J;ocal  (juvernment  Doaid  Orders  are  obtained  for  fjtreet 
making'  as  required. 


Xo  chemical  analysis  of  importance  was  carried  out  during 
the  year. 


TJli:  DACTFHUOJhhIlCAL  AVOPK  is  carried  out  at  the 
Hacteriological  Deiiartment  <d'  tin'  College  of  Aledicine, 
Xewcastle-on-Tyne  by  arrangenumt  with  tin*  County  Council, 
d’he  facilities  offered  by  tin'  County  Council  for  tin'  examina- 
tion of  throat  swabs  in  ca.ses  of  diphtheria,  and  l.dood  samph's 
in  cases  of  enteric  fever  oi-  suspectc'd  enteric,  are  gieatly  used 
and  much  ai)])reciatcd,  by  medical  men  ju'actising  in  the 
district. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Acute 
Infectious  Diseases. 

I)ui-iiig  tlio  yi'ar  814  cases  of  iiilcctious  disease  (iiieludiiio- 
1 ubereiilar  eases)  were  iiolilied,  as  ag'aiiist  (iT!)  loi-  the  i)]eeediiig- 
year.  Tlie  increase  in  Dk'  nninber  of  (-ases  iioiified  is  mainly 
dne  to  file  larger  nuinbei-  of  scarlet  fever  eases  notified. 

Tlie  niunber  of  eases  of  eaeli  disease,  notified  week  by 
week,  is  given  on  the  table  on  page  57,  and  tbe  same  facts  are 
diagramatieally  represented  for  enteric  fever,  diplitlieria  and 
scarlet  fever  on  the  chart  facing  page  54. 

The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  Auckland  Itural  llis- 
triet  for  1914  was  8’9  per  thousand  of  the  population,  as  against 
T'U2  for  tbe  preceding  3’ear,  and  19'23  for  the  year  1912. 

Table  II  of  the  Local  (jovernment  Hoard  in  which  the 
cases  are  classilied  into  age  groups,  is  here  appended. 


NOTIFIED  DURING  1914. 
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Tahlk  II  (of  L.O  li.)— Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1914. 


j'eccMit  y(';n*s  ;ui  iiicieitsed  propnid ion  of  llio  coses 
hove  l)('('ii  l•(Mllove(l. 

])i-  MoDoiiiild  loinarkod  in  fho  annual  ic'poi't  foi-  1914  on 
llip  increasing’  pi-oporiion  of  infocl  ions  cases  reniOAed  to 
hospital.  The  inci’easo  holds  good  also  for  llu’  year  1014,  a> 
shown  iji  the  tal)le  on  page  5o. 


Weekly  Statement  of  Notifiable  Diseases  during  1914. 
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Neonatorum 
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Disinfecting  Apparatus. 


l^iach  of  tlio  lios])i1als  is  pl■o^■i(l('(l  willi  an  aitpai-atus  foi-  ilie 
(lisiiifcctiou  iiy  .siii)('vli('a1(Ml  stc'ani  of  iiifi'ctod  cloi l)P(l(liny-, 
otc.,  aiul  an  ai'i'an^'cnnonf  oxists  botwoen  the  Disii-icf  C'onncil 
and  IFospital  lioard,  \v]u‘i(d)y  disinfcclioii  is  done  free  of 
rdiai'^'o  wlu'nevor  if  is  nocossaiy. 

The  District  Conned  also  employ  a man  to  disinfect  any 
premises  in  whicli  infections  cases  liave  occurred,  also  any  infected 
articles  which  may  need  disinfecting.  House  pivinises  are 
disinfected  either  by  snlphnr  or  formaldehyde,  and  li(|nid 
disinfectants  are  supplied  to  honseholdei’s  whenevei-  necessary. 


Enteric  Fever. 

Dnring  the  ])as1  year  08  cases  w(M'e  ro])orted  as  com])ared 
with  81  for  flte  pi'cvious  ycair.  'PIk'  following  tahh'  shows  the 
ago  and  sex  incidcmcc'  of  the'  disease',  also  the  nnmher  of  deaths 
at  the  varions  age  pei  iods. 


l-.'i 

.■>-15 

15-25 

2.'>-45 

years. 

years. 

years. 

years 

Males 

1 

!) 

1 h 

Id 

h’emales 

. . . — 

4 

« 

8 

Totals 

1 

13 

22 

22 

Deaths 
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'I’Ik'  oe.eni>at ions  of  the  2!)  adult  males  wi'rc'  as  follows; — 
23  miners,  1 colliery  hrakesman,  1 plalelayei'.  1 lishmonger.  I 
(‘ngineman,  1 stom'inan,  and  I farmer. 


Table  showing  the  Number  of  Enteric  Fever  Cas 


'Phe  total  niiiul)eruf  cases  fur  the  past  Jo  years  witJi  certain 
llu'r  ])arl  iculai's  is  set  tnrlli  iu  llic  lol low  iiiji'  lahio: 


Enteric  Fever. 


Cases 

Deaths 

Year 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Mortality  per 

|)er  1,U0U 

per 

Cases 

Deatlis 

IIJU  Cases 

of 

of 

Po|)iilatioii 

Population 

1001 

205  (7) 

31 

151 

3 06 

0-60 

1002 

38  (3) 

11 

28-9 

0-72 

0-21 

1003 

40(3) 

13 

26-5 

0-92 

0-24 

1001 

72  (4) 

12 

16-6 

1-34 

0-22 

1 005 

108 (12) 

10 

1 7 ’5 

108 

0-35 

1006 

102  (2) 

17 

16  6 

1-85 

0-30 

1007 

36  (2) 

10 

27-7 

0 61 

0-17 

1008 

116  (3) 

21 

18-1 

2 05 

0-37 

1000 

55  (2) 

10 

181 

0-06 

0T7 

1010 

30  (-) 

5 

16-6 

0-51 

0-08 

Averages 

81T 

14  9 

18-3 

1-48 

0-27 

1011 

65  (2) 

10 

15-3 

1-11 

017 

1012 

10(— ) 

3 

15-7 

0-32 

0-05 

1013 

31  (1) 

3 

9-6 

0-51 

0-05 

1011 

58  (-) 

11 

18'9 

0 06 

0-18 

* Xo.  l'(jr  eacli  yeai-  includes  cunlinned  Fever  Cases,  which 
•e  ^iven  separately  in  brackets. 


'I’lie  iticideiice  of  the  disease  was  grealesl  iu  the  towiisliii) 
f Xewfiehl  iu  wliieh  there  were  20  ea.ses,  of  wdioni  lb  were 
.‘moved  (o  llie  hosjjital.  Ju  the  towiislii])  of  Couudoii  ihere 
ere  lb  eases,  of  whom  Id  were  removed,  d’lie  j-emaiuiu^'  22 
ere  distributed  as  set  out  in  the  table  faedng  60.  In 

1 11  deaths  occurrecl. 

The  followiiif.;'  is  a copy  of  the  i'ei)orl  ou  llu'  e])idemie  wdiich 
as  forwarded  1o  Ihe  Local  (loverumeut  Hoard  at  llic  Hoard’s 
eynest. 


REPOUT  OF  ENTERIC  FEVER  (JUTBREAK  IN  THE 
AUCKLAND  RURAL  DISTRICT  DURING 
SEPTEMBER  AND  (JCTOBEK.  l!)li. 


IMu'  Rmul  Disiiict  CVuiiici]  first  Ix-ctimc  col’ll isaiit  of  the 
lU'oseiicc  of  cutcric  fever  in  eiiideiiiic  form  wifliiii  its  area, 
on  flic  21st  Sejitemlier,  1!)14,  when  7 easi's  of  enteric  fever 
were  notified  from  Newfield.  With  1 exception  all  these  cases 
were  from  High  Row.  During  the  pri'vions  21  days  only  2 
cases  had  been  notified. 

This  sudden  outhreak  was  af  first  suggi-sf ive  of  infected 
milk,  and  on  enquiry  if  was  found  that  all  the  cases  got  their 
milk  from  Mr.  Robinson’s,  Todhills  Farm,  Newfield.  I 
immediately  visited  .Mr  Robinson’s  and  found  that  there  had 
been  no  recent  cases  of  typhoid  there,  and  of  the  d jieople 
handling  the  milk  not  one  had  ever  had  typhoid. 

NEWFIELD  is  a mining  village  lying  to  the  north-west 
of  Bishop  Auckland.  The  refuse  disposal  of  the  place  is  on  the 
conservancy  system,  there  heing  for  tin'  High  Row  houses  many 
large  ashpits,  eacdi  serving  2 jirivies,  and  there  are  also  a few 
ash-closets.  This  system  is  to  a large  extent  responsible  for 
the  recrudescence  of  typhoid  whiidi  has  occurred  annually  in 
this  Row  for  K!  years  past.  ’FIk'  scavenging  is  done  by  Messrs 
Bolkow,  Vaughan  and  Co.,  who  are  large  colliery  owners  as 
regards  most  of  the  bouses,  and  by  other  property  owners  as 
regards  other  property.  It  is  on  the  whole  well  done. 

Newfield  is  well  sewered  on  modern  lines,  Ihe  sewage  dis- 
(diarging  into  settling  tanks  near  the  rivin-,  and  heing  further 
treati’d  by  land  irrigation.  Most  of  flu'  baidv  streets  have  not 
been  made  u]i.  d'he  capacity  of  the  ashjiits  is  about  dOO  cubic 
feel . 


Later  in  the  week  ending  2(dh  September,  d cases  were 
reported,  1 from  Primrose  Hill,  Newfield.  1 from  the 
Edge  in  the  township  of  Lyusack  and  Soflley,  12  or  14  miles 
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away,  and  llie  other  from  ■Jackson  Sticet,  in  tlie  townsliij)  of 
Conmlon  (irauyc.  The  Wiilcr  su])])ly  of  tlii'  whole  area 
involved  is  frtnn  the  Waskerley  reservoir  of  tlie  Weardale  and 
C'onsett  Wafer  Coinpaiiy. 

(’( fl’iN’lX  )X  (fl\AX(iI‘l  is  composed  for  the  most  pari  of 
property  comparatively  l■('celdly  built.  There  are  here  alt(j- 
o'etlier  T(i()  houses,  the  ])o])ulatiou  b('iuo'  largely  employed  in 
the  adj(jiuiug'  “Auckland  Park’’  Colliery.  Tlie  sewers  lime 
are  also  in  good  conditions,  (he  sewage  discharging  and  being 
ireated  in  the  South  Church  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  The 
streets  here  have  all  been  made  both  back  and  trout.  All 
the  sewers  here  and  (dsewherc'  are  J'egularly  inspected  ami 
hushed.  The  houses  for  ihe  most  part  contain  4 rooms,  the 
yard.s  are  cemented,  and  most  of  the  privies  are  well-constructed 
ash-closets. 

To  continue  the  history  of  this  epidemic,  during  the 
following  week  ending  drd  October,  1914,  (i  eases  weie  reported 
as  follows:  1 from  Priniiosi'  Jlill,  Xewfield,  2 from  High  Pow, 
Xewfield,  J from  Leeholme,  1 from  Byers  Green  and  i from 
Kirk  Merrington. 

HYMIIS  GBMKX  is  a mining  village  with  a iiojmlation  of 
2487.  ’I’he  village  is  well  sewered,  good  sewage  disposal  works 
being  inovided.  Most  of  the  yards  are  cemented  and  jirovidetl 
with  ash-closets.  The  scavenging  on  the  whole  is  well  done. 

JjIlMlfOJDlK  is  a slightly  outlying  portion  of  the  town- 
ship  of  Coundon.  It  is  mostly  comt)osed  of  hoiises  built  in 
recent,  years  for  the  accommodation  of  tlu'  coal  mining  poj)ula- 
tion.  The  houses  consist  of  4 I'ooms.  Both  front  and  back 
streets  have  been  proi)erly  made.  The  cons(‘rvancy  system  of 
refuse  dis]»osa1  is  in  vogiu'  here  also.  The  sewers  ari'  (jf  modm  n 
const  luct  ion  anil  in  good  condition.  The  sewage  from 
Jjeeholine  is  well  ti'eated,  and  sewage  disposal  works  of  an 
approved  type  situated  a mile  fi'oni  the  village.  ’I’hese  consist 
of  septic  tanks  and  filter  beds. 
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KilMv  inX(T'r(  )X  is  ill  tlic  lowiislii])  of  Mcrriiigloji . 

'riio  house’s  ;n'o  scatto'od.  d’lie  sewage  systoin  is  satisfacioi'v. 
'i'lie  sowaf^'o  hoiii^'  li-cated  at  Ijoasingthoiiiu  iSewayo  Disposal 
AVojks.  SoiiU'  of  flio  backyards  arc  cemented,  d'lie  closet 
accommodation  consist  of  ash-closets  and  jnivies.  d’lie  popula- 
tion is  882. 

Durinc'  the  following'  week  ending  lOtli  October,  11)14,  12 
cases  wei'e  reported,  8 from  Jjeeliolme,  2 from  Coundim,  1 from 
Coronation,  and  1 from  Close  Ihnise. 

COUNDOX. — d’his  is  largely  a coal  mining  village  eom- 
jirising  1898  inhabited  houses,  with  a popiilation  of  (ilJOO  at  the 
census  of  1911.  The  sewers  are  of  considerable  age,  but 
although  this  is  so,  they  have  never  giA'en  rise  to  any  trouble. 
The  sewage  goes  to  the  Coundon  Sewage  Disposal  Works  aboul 
half  a mile  we,st  of  the  village.  As  regards  the  streets  of 
Coundon,  a considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in 
recent  years,  liowlish  Terrace,  East  Avenue,  West  Avenue, 
and  George  Street  have  been  made  both  front  and  back. 

C( )llUNxVTI( )N  is  a recemtly  built  portion  of  the  town.shii) 
of  St  Andrew  Auckland.  There  arc  in  it  altogether  109 
houses,  mostly  consisting  of  4 and  b roomed  dwellings.  The 
yard  suifaces  are  cemented,  and  the  front  and  back  streets  are 
inade.  The  sewering  of  this  place  has  been  done  on  modern 
lines  and  the  sewage  is  discharged  at  the  South  Church  vSewage 
Disposal  A\hjrks,  about  half  a mile  distant.  The  jirivy  accom- 
modation consists  of  well  constructed  ash-closets  which  are 
cleaned  by  the  scavengei'  once  a week. 

CLOSE  IIOUSJ‘1  lies  to  the  east  of  Dishop  Amkland  and  is 
jnirt  of  the  township  of  Coundon  Grange.  The  front  streets  have 
he(‘U  in  most  cases  made  up  and  taken  owr  by  the  Council, 
and  although  the  back  streets  are  unmade  they  are  in  fair 
condition.  The  houses  heie  are  for  the  most  jiart  jirovided 
with  ash-closets,  the  yaids  surface  being  either  cemented  or 
paved. 
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Duriii”'  tlu'  following-  week  ('iidiii^’  ITtli  Octobei',  1!)14,  7 
(';is('s  \v(‘i  ('  i (‘i)(»]’1('(I,  1 from  'I'imhilc  ( 'r(‘sceiil , 3 fioin  Xi'wkcld, 
] from  l;(‘(diolme,  1 from  ('ouiidoii,  :iiid  1 from  Couiidoii 

(Truiioo. 

'ri>sM)A!jff  CKESCI'lX'r  lies  1o  till'  south  of  Bislio}) 
Au(  khiiid.  It  is  compost'd  of  lOcS  houses,  the  majority  of  which 
ai't'  of  recent  construction  and  consist  of  4 or  5 rooms.  All  the 
haid\  ytirds  are  cemented  and  ]'rovided  with  ash-tdosets.  44ie 
sea vt'uo'iii^'  is  well  done.  It  is  well  st'wert'd,  the  sewage  being 
trt'ated  at  the  new  (jaunh'ss  N’alley  St'wage  ])is])osal  ^Vorks. 

])uring  the  following  week-ending  24th  Octobt-r,  l!)f4,  0 
cases  wt-re  notified,  1 from  -Tolls  Hill,  1 from  Xewheld,  2 from 
Jfunwick,  I from  C'oundon,  and  1 from  South  Church. 

Jt)BS  llll>].  is  an  isolated  village  lying  to  the  north  of 
Bishop  Au(d<laml  and  in  the  townshi])  of  llelmiiigtnn  Bow. 
'I’his  jilace  is  well  st'wert'd,  the  st'wage  going  into  the  sewagt' 
disjiosal  works  of  the  Ci’ook  -Joint  Committee. 

TIFXWICK  lies  to  the  north  of  Bishop  Auckland.  It  is 
a mining  and  agricultural  villagi'  in  Hk-  township  of  ITunwick 
and  ITelmington.  The  sewers  are  good,  the  sewage  being 
treated  at  tlu'  new  sewagi'  disjiosal  Works,  J of  a mile  east  of 
the  villag('.  Most  of  the  yards  are  cemented.  xAll  the  yards 
ri'cently  built  have  ash-(  losets,  sonu'  of  the  older  projierty  is 
still  jirovided  with  jirivy  middens,  but  these  are  gradually 
being  I'Ciilaced  by  ash-(dos('ts. 

SOC'ril  CIlCBCll  is  jiart  of  the  township  of  St  Andi'cw 
Amklaml.  TIk'  main  industiy  hei'O  is  also  coal  mining.  It 
i.s  well  sew'ei'ed.  4'he  .sew’age  is  ti-eated  in  the  South  Cbureb 
Si'wage  Disjiosal  Works.  'Phe  majdiity  of  tlu'  yards  are 
(•('inented  and  tin'  housi's  are  jirovided  with  ash-(  losets  or  w'atc'r- 
clo.sets. 

As  to  the  cause  of  this  outbreak,  the  jiossibilitv  of 
tin'  milk  supply  being  idic  cause  was  (irst  considered,  but 
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it  s(ioi)  l)ecanie  evident  that  this  was  not  the  infecting-  agent. 
^V;der  was  after  milk,  tin'  iioxl  thing  to  Ix'  investigated.  A 
choniical  analysis  did  not  disclose  any  sewagt'  contamination, 
hut  neither  the  hacteriological  (‘xamination  ot  the  watei-  nor 
the  microscopical  (>xamination  of  the  sanii'  were  entiicly  sati.s- 
factory.  Tlie  wdiole  of  tin'  area  in  wliich  cases  occnircd  is 
sui)pli('d  from  flu'  Waskerly  JC'servoi)-  of  the  Weaidalc  and 
C'onsc'tt  Wafer  Company. 

It  seenK'd  on  the  whole,  however,  unlikely  that  water  was 
tlie  cause  of  this  oufhreak,  as  some  large*  townshins  getting 

th('  same  wato'r  had  no  cases  Avitliin  their  area. 

« 

vShell  fish  had  iieA’er  hc'en  consunu'd  hy  any  of  the  patients. 
Ice  creams  are  extc'iisively  pai  tak('n  of  hy  the  inhahitants  of  flu* 
affectf'd  localities.  As  they  avcic  obtained  from  d or  4 different 
sources,  and  as  some  of  the  patients  suffering  from  ent(‘ric 
fcAU'r  had  not  taken  any  ice  cream,  it  sc'i'nu'd  highly  improhahle 
that  tliey  could  he  the  cause  of  this  (‘])id('niic.  'Phe  conclusion 
tlu'refore  sec'uied  iri'csistihle  that  infected  ashihts  avcia*  the 
cause  of  this  outhi-eak. 

The  majority  of  tin*  cases  Avere  removed  to  hospital,  only 
!)  being  treated  at  home.  In  the  latter  cases  ty])hoi(l  pails  were 
sAippli('fl  to  r('C(‘ive  the  ipafic'tits  I'xcri'ta  Avhich  Avere  afti'i-Avards 
(lisintected  and  buried  hy  one  of  tin*  Councirs  employees. 

Dr  Hutchinson,  one  of  tlu*  IMc'dical  Inspectors  of  the  Local 
rTOAmrnment  lioai'd,  has  Avi'itten  to  tin*  Council  making  c(‘rtain 
Auiluahh'  suggestions  Avhich  will  douhth'ss  iH'ci'ivc*  the  Council  s 
most  cai’eful  considci  at  ion . 

T.  C.  I’LXFOId),  M.IC.  D.lMl. 

Medical  t Iflicer  of  IL'alth. 

( 'oiincll  ( )fh(“es, 

Ciadock  Street, 

Hishoi)  Auckland. 


Below  is  oiveii  ;i  copy  of  Dr  ITutchinson’s  letter  regarding 
the  measures  retjuiiing  to  he  carried  oiit  to  prevent  a reeurreneo 
of  this  disease. 

fiOcal  (ioveriiment  Board, 

'Whitehall,  London. 

21st  0(;tober,  1914. 

Dear  Dit  Pf.xfoli), — The  following  are  the  more  important 
)ueasures  wliicli  I consider  necessary  to  check  the  spread  of 
enteric  fever  in  yoilr  district.  I think  you  will  probably  agree 
with  me  when  I say  tliat  conservancy  methods  of  excremant 
disposal,  go  hand  in  hand  witli  enteric  fever,  and  that  nothing 
sliort  of  the  conversion  of  iliese  closets  to  tliose  on  the  fresh 
water  system,  will  serve  to  very  api)reciably  reduce  the 
autumnal  prevalence  of  this  disease. 

1 would  tluM-efoie  K'commend  with  a A’iew  to  controlling  it 
that  : 

I.  All  medical  practitioners  in  your  area  should  be  cir- 
cularised and  rcf|uest(‘d  to  aA'ail  themselves  very  fully 
of  the  gratuitous  examination  of  blood  specimens,  and 
to  notify  cases  coming  under  their  notice  without 
delay. 

II.  ^riiat  it  he  an  instruction  to  the  Ilelmington  Bow 
hospital  authorities  to  immediately  notify  you  in 
writing  of  the  admission  or  discharge  of  any  patient 
from  your  area. 

III.  All  cases  of  (uiteiic  fev('r  should  he  isolated  in  hos- 
l)ital,  CA’en  at  the  expense  of  treating  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  at  home. 

IV.  All  (doset  contents  and  ashi)it  refuse  at  infected 
lious('s  should  be  buried  after  thoroughly  (deaning  out. 

V.  The  filth  receptaede  should  he  treated  with  live  lime, 
or  chlo7'ide  of  lime  of  a guaranteed  chlorine  strength. 


6G 


VI.  Scavenging-  at  all  times  should  be  thorongli. 

VII.  All  further  cases  should  he  personally  investigated, 
and  susxjicious  ones  examined.  If  necessary  Widal’s 
reaction  should  he  resorted  to. 


VIII.  Should  the  numher  of  notified  cases  ai)i)reciahly 
increase,  a hou.se  to  hou.se  inspection  of  the  most 
particularly  aflFected  area  should  be  made. 

Yours  sincerely. 


Dr.  Penfold,  M.O.H., 

Auckland  Rural  District. 


J.  R.  HUTCiriXSOX. 
Medical  Ins^iector. 


In  view  of  the  circumstances,  details  of  which  are  given 
in  the  foregoing  reijort,  and  of  the  suggestions  made  in  the 
letter  of  Dr  Hutchinson,  the  Council  should  I think  take  into 
their  serious  consideration  the  que,stion  whether  the  jiiovision 
of  waterclosets  in  jolace  of  the  privies  now  exi.sting  at  High 
Row,  Newfield,  should  not  be  in.sisted  upon  by  them.  Enteric 
fever  is  well  known  to  be  jDre-eminently  a filth  di.sea.se,  and  tlie 
number  of  cases  in  any  di.strict  forms  a fairly  accurate  index  of 
the  sanitary  condition  of  such  district. 

One  of  the  medical  practitioners  x)racticing  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood informed  me  that  there  had  been  cases  of  enteric 
fever  in  High  Row,  Xewfield,  annually  for  the  pa.st  1(!  years. 
A imint  which  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  estimating  the 
gravity  of  a tyidioid  epidemic,  such  as  there  has  been  last 
autumn  in  Xewfield,  is  the  fact  that  deaths  from  this  disease 
most  commonly  occur  at  the  age  when  the  patient  is  attaining, 
or  has  just  attained  his  highest  measure  of  usefulness  both  'to 
the  state  and  to  his  or  her  family.  Of  the  11  deaths,  o wei-e 
of  j)ersons  aged  from  l(i  to  2o,  and  o otluus  bcdween  tlu-  ages 
of  25  and  45. 

These  reiieated  outbreaks  of  tyxiboid  lever  in  lligb  Row, 
Xewfield,  are  intimately  coniu'cted  with  the  ju-ivy  ashjiit  system 
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i»l  oxcrenient  and  refuse  disposal.  Under  iliesc  eirenmsfanees 
there  is  usnally  a liiph  incidence  rate  of  typhoid  or  enteric 
fevi'r,  and  in  addition  a lii<>'h  rate  of  infant  mortality;  the  main 
factor  in  the  ])roduction  of  the  latter  hein^'  the  lar(>'e  nnmher 
of  infant  deaths  due  to  diaTrlicea. 

Prcdiahly  there  were  a considei'able  luimher  of  missed 
cases,  and  it  is  almost  certain  that  a more  extended  use  of  the 
Widal  reaction  on  the  i)art  of  medical  practitioners  would  have 
lead  to  the  discovery  of  a nuniher  of  mild  missed  cases.  The 
following  further  facts  should  be  stated,  viz.  that  during  1914 
the  typhoid  incidence  rate  was  '96  per  lUUO  of  the  population, 
whilst  the  death  rate  from  this  disease  was  T8  per  thousand 
of  the  population. 

llOvSPITAL  ISOLATIUX.— Of  the  58  enteric  fever  cases 
notified  during  the  year,  44  were  renioved  to  hospital,  the 
remaining  14  being  treated  at  home.  It  would  be  much 
better  both  for  the  patients  and  for  the  public,  if  all  typhoid 
cases  were  removed  to  hospital  and  treated  there. 

The  foregoing  statement  reveals  a state  of  affairs  which 
requires  very  serious  consideration  from  the  Council,  and 
although  the  conditions  nnder  which  the  Weardale  and  Consett 
AVatei-  Company  have  laboured  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
of  1914,  are  not  such  as  to  encourage  the  Council  to  press  at 
the  present  time  for  the  universal  adoption  of  a water  carriage 
system  throughout  the  area,  nevertheless  this  system  should  I 
consider  be  insisted  ui)on  in  the  case  of  the  property  at  High 
How,  Newfield. 

The  distribution  of  enteric  fever  cases  notified  and  removed 
to  hospital  from  the  various  townships  is  shown  in  the  annexed 
table 


Diphtheria. 


During  the  past  .year,  94  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified,  as 
against  79  for  the  preceding  year.  The  following  table  gives  the 
age  and  sex  incidence  of  the  disease,  with  the  deaths  for  each  a<>-e 
period  : 


Under 

1 year 

1-5 

5-1.') 

15-25 

25-45 

Total. 

INIales 

— 

16 

34 

4 

— 

54 

Females  ... 

1 ' 

7 

29 

2 

1 

40 

Totals 

1 

23 

63 

6 

1 

94 

Deatlis 

1 

7 

7 

— 



15 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  largest  proportion  of  the  cases 
occurred  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15,  which  goes  to  prove  the 
important  influence  which  school  attendance  has  in  relation  to  this 
disease.  The  distribution  of  the  oases,  throughout  the  various 
townships  within  the  Councirs  area,  is  also  shown  in  the  table 
facing  this  page. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  most  of  the  cases  occurred  in 
the  township  of  Helmington  Row,  from  which  11  cases 
were  notified.  Out  of  a total  of  94  cases,  67  were  removed 
to  the  hospital  The  prompt  removal  of  cases  of  diph- 
theria to  hospital  is  of  great  importance  in  the  intei’ests 
of  public  health.  Epidemics  are  frecpieutly  caused  by  patients 
who  have  lecovered,  hut  who  may  liarbour  living  and  virulent 
di])the.ria  bacilli  in  their  respiratory  passages,  and  who  may 
thus  disseminate  the  infection  over  a large  area.  In  cases 
treated  in  hos^jital  this  danger  can  be  altogether  avoided  by 
the  repeated  examination  of  throat  swabs  until  a sterile  swab 
is  obtained.  In  addition  to  these  considerations  it  minst  be 
remembered  that  the  chanccis  of  the  patients  recoverj'  are 
fre(juently  greatly  improved  by  removal  to  the  hosi)ital,  where 
Ihe  abundant  air  space,  skilled  nursing,  and  the  administration 
of  the  mo.st  suitable  food  and  medicine,  which  are  the  measures 
most  commonly  taken  in  these  institutions,  all  go  to  favour 
tJie  patients  recovery. 


Table  showing  the  Number  of  Diphtheria  Cases 
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The  i)revaleu(H‘  ot  iliis  disease  did  not  diiriiig'  ilie  past  year 
necessitate  the  closnre  of  any  school. 


Tlie  tal)le  on  page  57  shows  the  incidence  of  tlie  disease 
week  by  week  throngliout  the  year.  Tliis  is  diagrannnatic.ally 
represented  on  tlie  cliart  facing  page  68.  This  chart  shows  the 
unniber  of  cases  notified  montb  by  month. 

The  following  table  eoniparing  1913  with  previous  years 
shows  that  94  cases  were  notified  and  that  the  mortality  rate 
was  ](»%  a figure  which  is  pracdically  the  same  as  that  of  last 
year  when  it  was  16'4%,  and  which  is  nnu-h  huger  than  it 
would  be  if  efficient  treatment  were  promptly  applied. 

(!7  cuses  or  Tl’2%  of  the  cases  notified  were  removed  to 
ho.spital. 


Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 


Year 

No',  of 
Ciise.s 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Mortality 
per  100  Cases 

Cases 

per  1,000 
of 

Population 

Deaths 

per  ] ,000 
of 

Population 

1901 

180 

15 

8-3 

3-48 

0-29 

1902 

184 

23 

12-5 

3-51 

0-43 

1903 

115 

17 

14-8 

217 

0-32 

1904 

69 

7 

lOT 

1-28 

013 

1905 

91 

13 

14-2 

1-67 

0-23 

1906 

79 

8 

10-1 

1-43 

014 

1907 

38 

5 

13-1 

0-68 

0 09 

1908 

76 

11 

14-4 

1-34 

019 

1909 

60 

11 

18-3 

105 

0-19 

1910 

28 

5 

17-8 

0-48 

008 

Averages 

92-0 

11-5 

12-5 

1-68 

0-21 

1911 

51 

9 

17-6 

0-87 

015 

1912 

106 

14 

13-2 

1-78 

0-23 

1913 

79 

13 

16-4 

1-31 

0-21 

1914 

94 

15 

160 

1-65 

0-24 
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Scarlet  Fever, 

Tlie  opideiiiic  of  sciu'let  fever  eoiiinieuted  ui)Oii  ])y  Dr 
McDonald  in  his  last  rei)ort  has  continued  throu^ihout  the  year, 
the  nnniher  of  notifications  heiny  at  theii-  lowest  diirinK 
Fehruary,  rising  to  their  niaxinuini  in  the  month  of  October. 
This  is  gTaphically  represented  in  the  chart  facing  page 

537  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  have  been  received  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  397  during  1913,  and  1122  during 
1912. 


During  the  past  year  this  disease  has  been  assigned  as  tlie 
cause  of  death  in  13  cases,  hence  the  case  mortality  rate  is  2'4% 
while  the  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  is  ’21. 
This  fever  was  prevalent  over  a wide  area,  20  townships  having 
had  cases  within  their  borders. 

vSchool  closure  was  required  in  3 cases,  the  following 
schools  being  closed,  viz.  ]3utterk])owle,  Lynesack  and  flagger- 
leases.  334  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  as  compared  with 
233  for  the  previous  year  The  mortality  rate  is  2'4  i>er  100 
cases  notified  which  is  slightly  above  the  average  of  that  for 
the  preceding  10  years.  The  morbidity  rate  is  also  slightly 
raised,  being  8'9  per  thousand  of  the  population  as  comi)ared 
with  G'4  for  the  preceding  year. 


Although  a considerable  divergence  of  opinion  exists  in 
certain  quarters  as  to  the  value  of  hospital  isolation,  it  has 
undoubtedly  been  of  great  value  within  the  Council’s  area. 
I’rompt  remoAuil  of  the  first  case  to  the  hospital,  followed  by 
thorough  disinfection  of  the  i)remises  has  frequently  sufficed  fo 
prevent  any  further  spread  of  the  disease  to  the  other  members 
of  the  household.  The  following  table  gives  jjarticulars  of  the 
disease  within  the  (.'ouncirs  area  taken  as  a whole,  as  compared 
with  the  experience  of  previous  years. 


SHOWING  DEATHS  FROM  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES 
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Scarlet  Fever. 


Y ear 

No.  of 
Cases 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Mortality  per 
100  Cases 

Cases 
per  1,000 
of 

Population 

Deaths 

per  1,000 
of 

Population 

11901 

450 

16 

3-5 

8-70 

0-30 

11902 

335 

6 

1-7 

6-40 

0-11 

1908 

380 

7 

1-8 

7-17 

0-13 

1904 

386 

12 

3-1 

7 19 

0-22 

1905 

133 

2 

1-5 

2-44 

0-03 

1906 

108 

3 

2-7 

1-96 

0-05 

1907 

150 

6 

4-0 

2-69 

0-10 

1908 

163 

3 

1-8 

2-89 

0-05 

1909 

340 

8 

2-3 

5-95 

014 

1910 

238 

2 

0-8 

4-11 

0-C3 

verages 

268-3 

6-5 

2-4 

4-90 

0-11 

1911 

293 

5 

1-7 

5 00 

0-08 

1912 

1,122 

18 

1-6 

18-93 

0-30 

1913 

397 

9 

2-2 

6-40 

0-14 

1914 

537 

13 

2-4 

8-90 

0-21 

Tlie  age  and  sex  incidence  of  tlie  cases  notified  is  set  forth  in 
blowing  table,  as  well  as  the  niiinl)er  of  deaths  at  eacli  age 

I . 


Under 

( 

55  and 

1 

1 -5 

.-5-15 

1 0--2.-) 

'2~)-45 

45-65  u 

pward.s 

Total 

es 

— 

70 

167 

16 

0 

•j 

1 

Nil 

257 

lales  .. 

2 

65 

191 

20 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

280 

als 

2 

135 

358 

36 

5 

1 

Nil 

537 

,ths  ... 

1 

5 

6 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

13 

During 

tlie 

past  yei 

ill-  331 

case  of 

Scarlet  Fever 

were  r 

emoved 

lospital. 

or  60 -3  per 

cent. 

of  tlie 

total. 

as  compared  w 

ith  58-6 

(lent,  for  the  previous  year. 


I'he  table  facing  this  page  sliows  the  number  of  Scarlet 
’er  cases  notitied  and  removed  to  hospital,  cla.s.siHed  according 
nonth  and  townships  fov  the  year  1911, 
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Erysipelas. 

During  the  year  26  cases  were  notified  as  ooinpaied  witli  5d 
cases  for  the  preceding  year.  It  may  well  be  doubted  whetlier 
the  advantages  accruing  from  the  notification  of  Erysipelas  ai-e 
commensurate  witli  the  expense  incurred,  ddie  following  table’ 
gives  the  age  and  sex  distribution  : — 


Under 

1 1 -;j 

Tj  1.5 

2.-)-45 

4.5-05 

6.5  and 
upwards 

Total 

Males  ...  — — 

2 

— 

1 

5 

1 

9 

Females...  — — 

2 

1 

3 

9 

2 

17 

Totals  — — 

4 

1 

4 

14 

3 

26 

No  deaths  have  been  attributed  to  this  disease  during  the 
past  year. 


Puerperal  Fever. 


3 ca.ses  of  this  disease  wore  notified  during  1914  of 
whom  2 died.  The  other  diseases  and  accidents  of  inegnancy 
and  parturition  caused  7 deaths. 


Smallpox. 

During'  the  past  year  no  case  of  small-pox  occurred  in  this 
district.  Indeed  the  district  has  been  (piite  free  from  small- 
pox since  the  year  1903,  when  29  cases  occurred.  The  increas- 
ing neglect  of  vaccination,  however,  will  sooner  or  later  have 
to  be  atoned  for  by  an  epidemic  of  small-i)ox.  The  percentage 
of  successful  vaccinations  has  declined  from  (il  jK'r  cent,  of 
the  births  registered  in  1907  to  28  per  cent,  of  the  births 
registered  in  1914. 

d'lie  following  table  gives  the  figures  for  each  year  since' 
1907  for  tlu'  whole  Union,  which  Includes  the  adjacent  Uvhan 
Disti'icts  of  Jlisho])  Auckland,  Urook,  Shihlon  and  Spenny- 
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moor,  as  well  as  the  Rural  District  of  Aiicklancl.  It  will  be 
seeu  that  there  has  been  a steady  decrease  iu  the  number  of 
children  successfully  vaccinated  till  the  low  figure  of  28  per 
cent,  was  reached  during-  1914. 


A consideration  of  these  figures  suggests  that  if  small-pox 
should  unfortunately  be  introduced  into  this  area,  the  resources 
of  the  sanitary  authority  will  be  taxed  to  the  utmost. 


Year 

Births 

Registered 

Successfully 

Vaccinated 

Unsusceptibl  e 
of 

Vaccination 

Conscientious 

Objections 

Received 

Percentage  of 

Objectors  to 

Number  of 

Births 

Percentage  of 

Successful 

Vaccination 

or 

Unsusceptible 

1907 

3593 

■2783 

10 

796 

22 

61 

1908 

3865 

1821 

5 

1392 

33 

47 

1909 

3652 

1399 

2 

1706 

46 

38 

1910 

3405 

1187 

3 

1801 

52 

34 

1911 

3.321 

1178 

5 

1702 

51 

35 

191-2 

3313 

1084 

1 

1834 

55 

33 

191.3 

3299 

999 

1 

1727 

5-2 

30 

•1914 

1757 

485 

2 

947 

53 

28 

* First  six  months. 


The  mm  of  the  last  two  colamna  does  not  come  to  100  owinrj  to  death*, 
removals  to  other  districts,  etc.,  before  vaccination  or  certificate  of 
objection  was  necessary. 


Cerebro-Spinat  Fever  and  Acute  Poliomye/itia. 

Xo  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Measles, 

MEASLES  was  more  or  less  prevalent  in  the  following 
townships;  West  Auckland,  Merrington  and  vSt  Helens;  and 
also  at  Leasingthorne  in  the  townships  of  Middlestone. 
Measles  was  the  cause  of  31  deaths  during  the  year  and  it  is  an 
unfortunate  circumstance  that  it  is  looked  upon  by  many 
parents  as  a comparatively  trifling  ailment  to  which  no  atten- 
tion need  be  paid.  In  the  annual  report  for  1913  it  is  said  to 
have  caused  63  deaths  and  Dr  McDonald  then  drew  attention 
to  its  seriousness. 
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Whooping  Cough. 

Whooping  Cough  was  epidemic  in  the  neighhourhood  of 
Howdeu-le-Wear  in  January,  and  at  Middlestone  Moor  in  July. 
In  both  of  these  places  closure  of  the  schools  had  to  be  resorted 
to.  Fifteen  deaths  were  due  to  the  disease,  of  which  10  were 
those  of  children  under  the  age  of  12  months. 

Prevalence  Of  and  Control  Over  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  jtast  year  50  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  notified,  and  37  in  which  the  tuhercular  disea.se  was  else- 
where than  in  the  lungs.  35  deaths  occurred  from  pulmonary 
form  of  tuberculosis,  and  24  from  tuberculosis  elsewhere  than  in 
the  lungs,  a total  of  59  deaths  from  some  form  of  tubercular 
disease. 

The  District  Council  distribute  pocket  flasks  in  cases  of 
pulmonary  phthisis  on  api)lication,  and  carry  out  the  disinfec- 
tion of  clothing,  bedding,  etc. 

Dwelling  houses  in  which  tuberciilar  patients  reside  are 
considered  to  be  houses  selected  for  inspection  under  and  for 
the  purposes  of  Section  IT  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc. 
Act,  1909.  The  following  table  show  tlie  number  of  pulmon- 
ary and  non-pulmonary  cases  of  this  disease  classified  into  age 
groups. 

Pulmonary  Cases. 


Under  1 

1-5 

5-15 

15  ■25 

25-45 

45-65 

65  and 

upw’ds 

Total.s 

Males  ... 

1 

9 

11 

8 

1 

30 

Females 

1 

5 

8 

12 

20 

Totals  . . . 

2 

14 

19 

29 

1 

50 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases. 


Under  1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25  45 

45-65 

65  and 

upw'ds. 

Totals 

Males  ... 

1 

0 

7 

5 

1 

1 

21 

Females 

1 

O 

10 

1 

2 

10 

Totals  ... 

2 

8 

17 

0 

3 

1 

37 
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Cases  of  j)ulnioiiary  tuberculosis  occurring  witliiu  the 
Council's  area  are  visited  by  one  of  the  lady  health  visitors 
employed  by  the  County  Council,  of  whom  there  are  3,  each 
of  whom  devotes  part  of  her  time  to  visiting  any  cases  of 
})ulmonary  tuberculosis  occurring  within  the  area  of  the  llural 
District.  The  visitors  give  the  tubercular  patients  instimc- 
tions  as  to  the  best  methods  of  avoiding  danger  to  others,  and 
also  as  to  so  arrangino;  their  individual  environment  as  to 
promote  as  far  as  possible  the  ultimate  arrest  and  cure  of  their 
disease. 


investigation  of  Other  Diseases, 

FOOD  POISONING. — There  have  been  no  outbreaks  of 
food  poisoning  during  the  year. 

SYPHILIS  AND  GONORPITHIA.— There  is  no  doubt 
but  that  both  of  these  diseases  are  quite  common  in  the  area 
of  the  Rural  District.  No  provision,  either  for  diagnosis  or 
treatment  is  made  bj"  the  Council  except  in  the  case  of 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  where  the  liealth  visitors  are  always 
ready  to  attend  to  these  cases  and  act  r;nder  the  direction  of 
the  medical  attendant. 

The  diagnosis  of  syphilis  by  means  of  the  Wasserman 
reaction  would  frequently  be  very  helpful  to  medical  practi- 
tioners and  of  considerable  public  benefit.  At  the  same  time  it 
is  a somewhat  expensive  process. 

Means  of  Preventing  Mortality  in  Childbirth 

and  in  Infancy, 

With  regard  to  the  means  of  preventing  mortality  in  child- 
birth only  2 deaths  have  been  certified  during  1914  as  being 
due  to  puerperal  fever,  but  7 others  have  been  caused  by  the 
di.seases  and  accidents  of  parturition.  The  small  number  of 
deaths  due  to  puerperal  fever  is  very  satisfactory.  With  the 
improvement  of  sanitation  and  the  better  education  of  mid- 
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wifery  nurses,  tlie  number  of  cases  of  tins  disease  may  b 
expected  to  diminisb  still  further. 

As  regards  infant  mortality,  the  infant  mortality  rate  i 
the  ratio  between  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  the  ago 
of  12  months,  and  the  number  of  births  registered  during  tlm 
same  period  in  the  same  area.  It  is  expressed  as  a rate  pe?i 
thousand  births,  and  was  in  the  Rural  District  of  Auckland  13v- 
per  thousand  as  compared  with  140  for  1913. 

There  are  3 health  visitors  who  work  within  the  area  of  tht' 
Rural  District,  and  without  doubt  the  efforts  of  these  health 
visitors  have  been  of  considerable  value  in  spreading  a knowlJ 
edge  as  to  the  correct  principles  of  infant  feeding  and  of  the 
general  hygiene  of  infancy.  In  the  great  majority  of  cases  thtc 
efforts  of  the  health  visitors  were  very  well  received. 

Another  duty  which  these  ladies  carry  out  is  to  report  any. 
insanity  conditions  with  which  they  may  meet  in  the  course  oh 
their  visits. 

As  regards  ophthalmia  neonatorum  the  notification  of  thh- 
disease  is  now  in  force  throughout  England  and  Wales,  and 
during  1914,  3 cases  have  been  notified.  In  no  disease  is  prompt: 
notification  and  treatment  more  important  than  in  this,  as  il: 
adequate  treatment  is  not  at  once  forthcoming,  total  blindness- 
results,  often  within  a few  days  of  birth. 

The  conservancy  system  of  refuse  disposal  is  in  vogue  iui 
the  case  of  most  houses  in  the  district,  and  wherever  this  is  so,, 
the  infant  mortality  rate  and  the  deaths  from  diarrhoea  andl 
typhoid  fever  tend  to  be  higher  than  in  districts  where  the- 
water  carriage  .system  prevails.  On  the  3rd  March,  1914,  how-- 
ever,  the  Council  decided  to  put  into  force  Section  39  of  the' 
Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907,  with  regard  tc 
new  houses. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cause  of  death  in  the  case  of: 
all  infants  dying  during  the  year  1914  under  the  age  of  1 year : — 
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Table  IV.— INFANT  MORTALITY. 

/9/4— Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
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(N 


® O) 

C O) 
P 0) 


o 

H 


.All  Causes 


Certified 
Uncertified  ... 


59 

1 


10 


11 


10 


90 

1 


Small-pox 
I Chicken-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping-Cough 
'Diphtheria  and  Croup 
, Erysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  .. 
Abdominal  Tubei'culosis  (b) 
i Other  Tubei’culous  Diseases 
Meningitis  (not  Tiiherculous) 
Convulsions 
Laryngitis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

I Diarrhoea 
( Enteritis 
Gastritis 
Syphilis 
Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 
Injury  at  Birth 
Atelectasis 

Congenital  Malformations(c) 
Premature  Birth 
[Atrophy,  Debility  and 
Marasmus 
Other  Causes 


1 


4 


1 


2 


1 


1 


1 ... 

. . * . . 
1 1 
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2 

1 

1 
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10 

3 

23 

14 
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10 
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36 
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1 

5 

1 

... 

3 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 

7 

2 

4 

6 

10 

4 

3 

1 

3 

3 

5 

3 

8 

9 

7 

8 

5 

11 

4 

4 

2 
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2 

2 

i 
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2 

2 

3 

6 

51 

50 

36 

39 

Total 
Deaths 
under 
One 
Y ear. 


264 

3 


7 

1 

10 

1 

1 

4 

2 

28 


25 

12 

28 

29 

6 

2 

1 

10 

12 

35 


35 

18 


267 


Nett  Births  1 legitimate  1999  Nett  Deaths  ( legitimate  infants  248 

in  the  year  ( illegitimate  75  in  the  year  of  ( illegitimate  infants  16 
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The  chart  facing  this  page  show  the  total  infant  deaths, 
and  the  deaths  from  I'espiratory  diseases,  diarrhoea!  diseases,  and 
also  the  total  deaths  for  the  various  months. 

It  will  he  vseen  that  57  deaths  occurred  from  diarrluea  and 
enteritis,  an  entirely  preventihle  disease.  This  is  a most 
regrettable  feature  in  the  report,  and  in  view  of  the  rapid  fall 
in  the  birthrate  which  has  been  going  on  for  so  many  years, 
such  a wastage  of  infant  life  is  a matter  of  serious  import.  35 
deaths  occurred  from  premature  birth,  28  from  convulsions,  and 
25  from  bronchitis. 

ILLEGITIMACY. — Luring  the  year,  there  have  been  71 
illegitimate  births  in  the  Rural  District,  of  wliom  26  died  within 
the  year,  a death-rate  twice  as  great  as  that  occurring  amongst 
infants  born  in  wedlock. 

POPULATION. — The  population  of  the  Rural  District 
estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  was  at  the  end  of  the  first 
quarter  of  1914,  60,055. 

l//ta/  Statistics  of  the  District. 

BIRTHiS. — During  the  year  the  corrected  number  of 
births  amounted  to  2005  compared  with  181 1 for  the  previous 
year.  The  former  giving  a birth  rate  of  32'2]  per  thousand, 
and  the  latter  a rate  of  30T8  per  thousand.  The  birth  rate  of 
this  di, strict  is  lower  than  it  was  in  former  years,  e.g.,  in  1901 
it  was  37  per  thousantl.  Nevertheless  it  is  higher  than  the 
birth  rate  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  which  for  last 
year  w'as  only  23’8.  The  corresponding  rate  for  the  adminis- 
trative county  of  Durham  was  33'4  per  thousand. 

Table  III  of  the  Local  Government  Board  on  page  80 
gives  a classified  statement  of  the  ca^ises  of  death.  There  were 
871  deaths  registered  in  the  district  giving  a crude  death  rate 
of  14 '5  per  thousand.  The  corrected  number  of  deaths, 
obtained  by  adding  to  871,  58  deatbs  of  residents  not  regis- 
tered in  the  district,  and  subtracting  12,  the  number  of  deaths 


TABLE  /. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1914  and  previous  Years. 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water),  57,334  acres. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  58,338.  1 

Total  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers,  11,977.  ]-  At  Census,  1911. 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House,  4'86.  j 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1314 
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20 
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3 
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Enteric  Fever 

11 
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Small-pox 

3 

Measles 
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Scarlet  Fever 
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Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 

15 
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7 
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Erysipelas 
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Phthisis  (Pulmonaiy 

Tuberculosis) 
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Organic  Heart  Disease  .. 
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(it  iu)u-resi(leiits  rogistered  iu  tlio  disti'ict  was  931,  and  the 
eerreeted  death  rate  so  obtained  was  IfrOU.  The  correspoiidino' 
death  rate  for  Knylaiid  and  A\ales  was  13-T,  and  for  tiio 
administrative  C'ounty  of  Durham  33-4.  As,  however,  the 
death  rate  of  any  district  is  obviously  intliienced  by  the  aoe 
and  sex  constitution  of  tlie  population  therein,  it  is  necessary 
Ito  multiply  the  crude  death  rate  by  a standardising  factor 
(supplied  by  the  Registrar  General,  otherwise  a valid  com- 

jparison  between  the  death  rate  of  different  districts  would  be 
impossible. 


giv 

for 


The  staudardising  factor  tor  this  district  is  1-0112,  which 
ives  the  standardised  death  rate  of  IS'T  as  compared  with  15-(j 
the  previous  year. 

In  53  cases  no  medical  certificate  was  issued  as  to  the 
aiise  of  death,  and  on  33  of  these  a coroner’s  inquest  was  held. 

Of  the  210  people  who  died  during  the  year  aged  over  (J5 
md  upwards : : 

54  were  aged  between  70  and  75  years 

49  were  aged  between  75  and  80  years 

27  were  aged  between  80  and  85  years 

5 were  aged  between  85  and  90  years 

and  3 were  over  90  years  of  age. 

The  following  table  shows  the  birth  rate,  general  death 
ate,  and  also  the  death  rates  from  certain  zymotic  diseases, 
ithin  the  Rural  Area,  and  in  certain  other  places,  which  may 
e useful  for  purposes  of  comparison. 


Table  showing  B[rth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality. 
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TOWNSHIPS. 


HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  ETC.,  ACT,  1909. 

The  following  are  some  details  regarding  the  woi’king  of  this  Act  in  the  Counoil’s  area  since  the  Act  came  into  operation 


Auckland,  St.  Andrew 
Auckland,  St.  Helen’s 
Auckland,  West 
Bedburn,  North 
Bedburn,  South 
Binchester 
Byers  Green 
Bolam 
Couudon 
Coundon  Grange 
Eldon 

Evenwood  and  Bai'ony 

Escomb 

Hamsterley 

Hunwick  and  Helmington 
Helmington  Row 
Lyuesack  and  Softley 
Middlestone 
Merrington 
Middridge 
Middi’idge  Grange 
Newfield 
Newton  Cap 
Old  Park 
Pollard’s  Lands 
Westerton 
Windlestone 
Whitworth  Without 
Witton-le-W  ear 


Population. 

Estimated  Annual  Assessable  -Value. 

Product  of  penny  in  £1  for  the  current 

year  and  previous  years. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  have 

been  inspected  under  and  for  the  purposes 

of  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1909, 

and  the  particulars  required  by  tne  Housing 

(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 

1910,  duly  recorded. 

How  many  of  the  dwelling-houses  inspected 

were  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation. 

How  many  of  the  houses  are  still  m 
that  state. 

How  many  of  the  houses  inspected,  though 
not  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 

1 habitation,  were  seriously  defective  from 

1 the  point  of  view  of  danger  to  health, 

1 and  structural  faults. 

And  how  many  houses  are  still  in 

that  state. 

Number  of  vacant  houses  suitable  for 

persons  of  the  working  classes,  and  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 

The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

within  the  knowledge  of  the 

Sanitary  Officials. 
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